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Chai rmandos Chat

Large as life and a presence one just cannot ignore, OM Jeff, K1ZM/
VY2ZM visited with us at our Club meeting on the 29 March. In fact he
was the speaker, and had us all enthralled with his presentation. He is an
Amat eur of i mportance in the Oha
participated in many DXoépedition
have a person of his significance join us in our humble club-house.

Jeff had advised Raoul ZS1C through their common interest in 160M of
his visit to Cape Town and that got the ball rolling. Raoul in turn contacted
yours truly and after discussion with the Committee it was agreed to move
our monthly meeting from the 22™to the 29"t 0 coi nci de with Jef f
wel | attended and I 6m sure was a highli
afterwards, many individual discussions took place, and Jeff was eventually dragged away
by Miriam, his wife and their daughter, who were patient bystanders after they came to fetch
him.

The observation | made was that Om Jeff is absolutely passionate about amateur radio as
he is so enthusiastic about all he does in the hobby. He is a banker by profession, but that
does not detract from his technical abililfj
sure he has many other responsibilities too, but has learned the art of prioritising his
activities and practising his hobby at the same time, something, many of us are not quite
capabl e of yet. Maybe the clue is that he
so because it is difficult and he likes the challenge.

heffttold us about the Russian (706T) Dx-pedition to the Yemen in May 2013 and the
hazards and problems they experienced. He commented on the locals not being pleasantly
di sposed to the Americans, their difficul
and of tripping over Goats sleeping on the dark roads at night as the tar-macadam was
warmer than the Desert sand. He was co-opted at the last moment to work primarily 160M,
and this station was a fair distance from the high band station in the town. They were on the
Feaghavihete there was less radio interference, but in primitive conditions.

Marconi claimed to have transmitted the first radio signal across the Atlantic in December
1901. Thisdhas been disputed by many as they say he only achieved it later. However Jeff
has done a thorough exercise on the matter and has proved that Marconi could have made
the transmission. He showed us with visuals, comparing known data and extrapolating facts
with assumptions based on time of day, time of year, signal strength and noise which was
nonexistent in those days, and his findings are almost conclusive. He is quite convinced that
the signal, 6SSS6 in CW was indeed heard
Isles.

He concluded his presentation by talking about vertical antennas. In my experience there
has been much negative publicity about this type of antenna, but Jeff proved just how
effective and efficient they can be in different configurations. A single vertical is fine, but by
putting two in tandem they become more directional, and four in a square can be potent. Of
course 3x3 is the optimum, but then we will need a lot of space, not found on our normal plot
sizes. He made the point however, that one needs to experiment and not be fazed by failure
as this is how we learn. He also gave us ideas about radials and how to install and hide them
and said that there is always a solution to a problem, even where space is a consideration.
The afternoon was a great success and went on much longer than normal and would have
continued if his family time was not a consideration.

I n conclusion we thank Tony
interview he had on 90.4. The chit-chat was interesting indeed!
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Ragchew

CTARC Meeting held on Saturday, 29 March 2014

On Saturday, 29 March 2014, we held a meeting at
the CTARC Clubhouse in Rondebosch at 13h00.
There, we were most fortunate to meet Jeffrey
Briggs, who holds the callsigns K1ZM and VY2ZM.
Jeffrey is currently visiting South Africa with

his wife and daughter.

Jeffrey gave us a pgs
fascinating set of [
talks and Power-
point presenta-
tions:
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Next

Meeting...
Saturday,

24 May
N.B. start
time 14.00,

at the

Clubhouse.
Huge thanks to Nick, ZS1ZD for the pics.
Pl ease do check ou
60 Bl o g s pzelctdlogspot.com

Thanks so much Nick

Help Please !

call sign for Paul.)

Paul lives in Mlkbostrand,
and is looking for some
help as to the value of this
old radio.

Can anyone help him?

Contact Paul on
081 413 5396

Message from Paul Perol d (sofry



Page 3 Ragchew

Club News and Detalls

For your information
Your CTARC Committee:

Noel Futter ZS1FW (Chairman)
Rob Bareham ZS1SA (Vice)
Danny Blankenburg ZS1BL (Treasurer)
Anne Bareham (Sec/ Ed)

Dirk Lotz ZS1X

Tony McKewen ZS1TM

Deon Erwin ZS1ZL (Tech Queges)

Paul Kennedp1PXK
Shaun Overmeyer ZS1RA

Bulletins
Monthly Interesting ﬂ 7 L W

Scratching around hundreds of 35mm slides
of long ago a came across this picture
taken towards the end of the 60's and |
believe to be one of the first if not the first
Ham radio assisted comms on a rally. This
is at Buffelsjag service station east of
Swellendam. The car no. 1 appears to be a
Ranger Coupe from that era. The radio was
a kit assembled Eico 753 imported from the
States with a massive homebrew power
supply all on a operating table in the car
showroom to the right of the pic and the
antenna a 80m dipole. It was from here |
was requested to go to Laingsburg to assist
with the time check there. At that time two
metre operation was not in general use and
no 2mm repeaters. Ragchew, June 2012

dipole visible in the top right hand corner of the pic.
Jan Hugo ZS1JH Thank you Jan for this. (Anne The Ed)

send them to mel)

CLUB CONTACT DETAILS
Chairman:
mow vy Noel Futterd ZS1FW can be reached on
the CTARC 021-7152024 or 0845281805
P inday ot Or
08:30 Secretary:
Yrg:;esr‘;"zjg Anne Bareham can be reached on
Tony:a fjm 072-268 1207
Rob, ZS1SA or email:zslct@qgsl.net
bo gsgl?oi; Postal address:
lese PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
weekly
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issue 5 Page 7 refers...Check point at Buffelsjagrivier, east of Swellendam. There is as piece of my 80M
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