
 
 
 
 
 
 
out old pieces of scrap I 
had and set about remov-
ing the outer sheath which 
is not that difficult after 
experimenting a bit.  How-
ever, to my dismay, I 
found proportions of the 
cable contaminated. The 
copper was black and in 
some places badly cor-
roded, possibly caused by 
the ingress of water, not 
being sealed properly on 
installation. This could 
change the characteristic 
of the cable by altering the 
resistive impedance. I 
wonder if sometimes 
when we are experiencing 
problems, we place too 
much emphasis on the 
antenna, and overlook the 
possibility that the feed 
line is the cause?  
 
Till next time. 
 
Take Care, 73 to all, 

de ZS1FW   Noel 

 Please note that as we 
are now in the winter 
phase of our Monthly 
meetings, the next get 
together will be on Satur-
day, 22 September at 
14:00. The planned activ-
ity will be announced in 
the Bulletin on Sunday. 
Also remember the annual 
presentation of ‘Radio 
Technology in Action’ 
which will be on Saturday 
29 September at the Uni-
versity of the Western 
Cape, Symphony Road, 
Bellville, commencing at 
08:30. The programme 
covers a wide spectrum of 
interest and judging from 
past presentations, this 
will be worth attending 
too. 
 
Sitting on the patio deck of 
the Mouille Point light-
house in the early evening 
in August and enjoying the 
company of fellow ama-
teurs with a braai going in 
the background is an ex-
perience never to be for-
gotten! There is a chill in 
the air, but the combina-
tion of radio, antennas, 
the beam of the light, the 
crashing of the waves, the 
progress of ships dis-
cerned only by moving 
lights, the twinkling of oth-
ers in the distance com-
bined with an interesting 
culinary experience, make 
it all worthwhile. Thanks 
once again to Rob, 
ZS1SA and his team for 
the perfect organisation 

which made for an enjoy-
able weekend, both tech-
nically and as a fun ex-
perience. There were lots 
of visitors from the public, 
but sadly not so many of 
our club members? 
 
Talking about Rob, he is 
in the throes of compiling 
a history of the CTARC 
and would appreciate any 
input of events, people, 
accomplishments and 
whatever with dates if 
possible, relating to the 
club in general. Some-
times we think things are 
irrelevant and pass them 
by, however those little 
things can become quite 
important as time goes on. 
I have found that even a 
simple thing like a date on 
a photograph or note can 
become valuable in time. 
How sad it is, as in most 
families we have accumu-
lated precious old photo-
graphs of ancestors, spe-
cial friends or events, but 
sadly as there are no 
dates or names recorded 
on them, they become 
redundant! So please if 
you have anything of inter-
est contact Rob!   
 
Listening to the ‘Fundis’ I 
realised it was necessary 
to upgrade the earthing 
system in my shack, to 
protect and enhance the 
operation of my equip-
ment. As the braiding on 
used RG 213 is suitable 
as an earth cable, I dug  
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Diary 

of  

Events  

Our special 
events 

schedule for  
the year 

ahead are: 

  
17/18  
November 
SARL Field Day  
 
24 November 
End of year 
function  
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Silent keys 

It is with sadness that we an-

nounce two SKs.  

 

ZS1VX – Valter Blaughsted 
went SK on 2 September 2012 

after a long battle with cancer a 

month shy of his 79th birthday. 

Born in Denmark, his family 

moved to Namibia (then South 

West Africa) and moved to SA 

in 1964. In 1970 he naturalised 

as a SA citizen. He was a com-

puter programmer, journalist and 

publisher and is seen as father of 

the west-coast publication Ons 

Kontrei which he started in 1968 

and is still published today. His 

passion was music about which 

he was very knowledgeable. He 

is survived by his loving wife 

Patricia and son Erik and will be 

much missed by family and 

friends.  

 

ZS1CP – Chuck du Preez went 

silent key about 2 months ago. 

He has not been a CTARC mem-

ber since it changed from branch 

to club. He was chief plans ex-

aminer at the City Council dur-

ing the antenna tower problems 

were being sorted out. He 

thought it best not to get in-

volved with radio clubs in order 

to remain as impartial as possi-

ble. He was a dedicated sup-

porter of the rally and other ra-

dio event groups. 

 

 

Other news 

It’s been an interesting process! 

Getting lapsed CTARC members 

to part with their hard-earned 

cash is almost as difficult as it 

was for my dearly departed 

mother to get me to stop being a 

lapsed Catholic! Well, maybe 

not quite as difficult. After all, 

I’ve had quite a bit of success; 

mom had none! 

 So to all the un-lapsed mem-

bers who have coughed up, a 

very big thank you – your con-

tinued support of the club is 

much appreciated. To all those 

who are still considering paying 

your membership fee, we would 

appreciate your support. 

 Currently we have 50 paid 

up members and 6 life members. 

We have another 9 who have 

indicated that they will pay – or 

may already have paid – it is just 

that I don’t have the most cur-

rent bank statement. However, it 

is the other 30 odd members 

who have allowed their member-

ship to lapse that are our biggest 

concern. The CTARC used to be 

one of the biggest clubs in the 

country but we appear to have 

lost a large portion of our mem-

bership mainly by attrition rather 

than by dissatisfaction or resig-

nations. 

 To illustrate how important 

your support is, a simple sum. 

We have just issued a cheque for 

R4086 for the insurance of our 

club. Now this is not a total 

cover, it is simply selective 

cover and public liability. If we 

take the 50 paid up members 

who pay on average R90 (R100 

for ordinary members and R80 

for pensioners), then our income 

to date is R4500. As you can see, 

any activity the club participates 

in then dips into our reserves or 

has to be raised 

from donations or 

fundraising events. 

 So please, ladies 

and gentlemen, 

support your club. 

 

73 

Peter  

ZS1MPH 

 

 
“I appeal to 

all members 

who have not 

yet paid your 

fees to please 

do so. The 

club needs 

your support.”  

 

Chairman / Treasurer  

 Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-

5281805 

Secretary  

Peter – ZS1PMH can be reached on  

021-572-0329 or 082 925 2298  

and email: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za  

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740 

Website: www.ctarc.org.za 

 YOUR  CTARC CLUB 
CONTACT DETAILS: 
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“John F Kennedy 

said it well 

decades ago, 

when he said 

“Ask not what 

your country 

can do for you – 

ask what you 

can do for your 

country!”  

Dave Reece 

(Dr.Dave) 

Other Avenues’ to Explore 
It’s almost time for the 

next club meeting, and 
that means it’s time to 
add my 2c worth to the 
contents of Ragchew, 
which usually arrives on 
your desk a few days 
before the meeting. 
Remember our meetings 
take place on Saturday 
afternoons in the second 
half of the year, and I look 
forward to seeing you on 
the 22nd. 

I read something rather 
remarkable this afternoon, 
which is what has 
prompted me to continue 
writing in a similar vein to 
last month’s contribution. 
In the course of this last 
week, a huge rescue effort 
was mounted to search in 
the Franschoek mountains 
for a young man who had 
wandered off and was still 
missing after at least one 
icy night out in the open. 
According to the report I 
read, about 90 people 
were involved in the 
search, several of them 
radio amateurs, 
successfully managing the 
communications amongst 
the searchers, and most of 
the other searchers were 
all VOLUNTEERS! Now, I 
get to think, in this world 
of violence and cynicism, 
what is it that makes 90 
people, very few of whom 
know the victim, spend 
two days braving the 
weather and endangering 
their own safety looking 
for him? 

Is it that same desire for 
the warm and fuzzy 
feeling I talked about last 
time, which they all would 
experience in knowing 
they had personally saved 
someone’s life? The 
search took place on a 
Friday and a Saturday, so 
lots of those searchers 
had to take leave from 
work, give up their 
Saturday golf, or rugby-
watching, or whatever, to 
risk injury and blisters on 
their feet in the 

hopes that they’d find the 
fellow! One must truly 
marvel at humankind’s 
concern and care for his 
fellow-man! 

And that is the sort of 
investment one can put 
into one’s hobby, by being 
a member of an 
organisation, like Hamnet, 
or even the Rally Comm’s 
Group, for that matter. 
Not only are you 
practising your hobby, and 
having fun playing with 
your toys, but you are also 
placing your skills at the 
disposal of your fellow 
man, with a view to 
preserving his safety (read 
that as being genderless, 
and singular or plural, of 
course). The good feeling 
that can be generated by 
doing those sorts of things 
for others is incomparable. 
So, when you sit and 
wonder whether you really 
enjoy your hobby, or get 
as much out of it as you’d 
like, remember that 
involvement in a service 
aspect of the hobby, like 
Hamnet (or the Off Road- 
Rescue Unit with Hamnet 
connection, or Delta 
Search and Rescue, or 
Table Mountain Rescue, or 
the NSRI, and the list is 
endless) will give you a 
sense of fulfilment in your 
hobby you didn’t know 
was there. And please 
note that I am not 
blowing my own Hamnet 
trumpet, as I was unable 
to assist in this search, 
owing to pressure of 
work! 

While you’re about it, 
remember that active 
involvement in your club 
can generate a good 
feeling too. The people 
who get the most out of 
the CTARC are the people 
who do the most in the 
club. The committee 
continues to search for 
the magic potion which 
instils more enthusiasm in 
club members, and less 
apathy, because it’s 

actually fun taking part, or 
organising activities for the fellows, 
and one gets more out of the hobby 
that way.. 

For a similar reason, I’d like to 
encourage you to consider coming 
to the Radio Technology in Action 
lectures on Saturday 29th September 
at the Bellville Campus of CPUT. I’ve 
seen the programme, and there are 
some remarkable lectures being 
given. Do go and have a look on the 
SARL website, and click on the RTA 
option at top left for the 
programme. You have until the 26th 
to register, and you don’t have to be 
an SARL member to attend. The 
attendance fee is a bit higher, but 
not bankrupting! And while you’re 
pondering on the programme, note 
too that the people doing all those 
talks are all volunteers, fellow 
amateurs like you, who are sharing 
their knowledge with their fellows. 
Did you know that each and every 
one of you has a special skill you’re 
probably not aware of, and which 
you could enrich the hobby of 
others by sharing? Now you 
certainly can’t share any of that if 
you don’t belong to a club, or attend 
the meetings, or offer to volunteer 
your skills when there is something 
on the go you can clearly contribute 
to. 

I mean no offense when I bring 
these matters up. I find no fault, 
and I’m certainly not implying that 
mankind watches his fellow man, 
and counts the number of times he 
helps or doesn’t help, volunteers or 
doesn’t volunteer. The person who 
most benefits from offering his skills 
is that person himself, because he 
gets that warm and satisfactory 
feeling from knowing he did 
something for someone else, and 
managed not to be found out! 

John F Kennedy said it well decades 
ago, when he said “Ask not what 
your country can do for you – ask 
what you can do for your country!” 
In our context, substitute “hobby” 
for “country”. Although the word 
“country” also applies..... 

See you at the next meeting!       

 73      Dave     ZS1DFR 

R A G C H E W  I S  O N  A I R  
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See this link for 

more detail   

http://

www.hornucopia.

com/contestcal/

index.html   

Dirk 

ZS1X 

Contest Corner 

R A G C H E W  I S  O N  A I R  

FOR SALE  
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS  
Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1  
Also DIY Kits available  
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips, 
10.7Mhz  
& 455Khz  
Variable Inductors, Various Tor-oidal Cores  
Contact Dirk - ZS1X  
Cell: 084 552 8573  
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za 

CONTEST CORNER 
#17 

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X 

 

 

Upcoming Local Events in September – Also see the SARL web:  http://

www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp 

 

 4 October  - SARL 80m QSO Party 

13, 14 October - AWA Valve QSO Party 

 

Upcoming International Events in September – See this link for more detail   http://

www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html   Only some of the bigger contests have 

been mentioned below. 

 

 3 October  - German Telegraphy Contest 
6, 7 October - EPC Russia DX Contest 
6, 7 October - Oceania DX Contest, Phone 
6 October  - EU Autumn Sprint, SSB 
13, 14 October - Oceania DX Contest, CW 
13 October  - EU Autumn Sprint, CW 
14 October  - North American Sprint, RTTY 
10, 21 October - 10-10 Int. Fall Contest, CW 
21 October  - Asia-Pacific Fall Sprint, CW 
27, 28 October - CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S DX TIP 

Hang ten. Ten meters is the little guy's equalizer. When the 
surf's up on 10, the DX comes in waves, and a puny signal 
(even a 5 watter) floats just fine. Ten meters tend to open to a 
small geographic area at a time (meaning less competition); 
also, signal strength can fluctuate wildly within a few minutes. 
If you find a new one that's too weak to work, lock on to it and 
relax. Within 15 minutes it’s signal may peak, giving you a 
clear shot. 
BRIAN D. SMITH, WO9I 

73’s & Good DX! 

de 

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
mailto:zs1x@iburst.co.za
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
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“I telephoned 
Dr. Bronner, 
chief of the 
anesthetics 

department and 
at 11.15am he 

was being 
transported to 
the hospital. “ 

Starting From a Radio Ham’s Message 

R A G C H E W  I S  O N  A I R  

A radio ham from Fournex, Mr. Vogel, received a strange message over the air 

on the 27th July 1980. It came from South Africa where a resident from Cape 
Town, Mr. Michael Wolffe, was asking for the Geneva Newspapers dated the 29th 
August 1961 to be looked for. According to him, these newspapers had reported 
on that date his rescue on the previous day at Geneva-Plage where he had al-
most drowned. 

A postcard followed the radio message three days later: the postcard indicated 
that he had been under water for 7 minutes and that the person who signed the 
postcard, a radio ham for the last three years, had been saved by two young 
girls. 

From these few facts, one could either simply find the newspaper article, or go 
and search for the two young girls, a retrospective exploration in time, which 
shows the fragility of recollections, if not the memory. 

The date proved to be immediately wrong. The drama had certainly taken place 
at Geneva-Plage but on Monday 6th August 1962, according to the information of 
its director Mr. Krebec who remembered the incident very well – “It was a real 
miracle that he got out alive. I remember that the door of my office was open; I 
was busy preparing a competition for frontier guards. A young girl arrived 
screaming – somebody has drowned, somebody has drowned. It was 10.40. The 
head lifesaver, Mr. Mosciatti ran there, accompanied by a frontier guard Mr. 
Widmer. The latter took the oars of the boat. A young water-ski helmsman had 
dived in, without managing to bring the corpse back. It was Mr. Mosciatti who 
managed this on his first dive. All the circumstances were in Mr. Wolfe’s favour, 
we gave him oxygen from a cylinder.  There was Dr. Bernard Wissmer on the 
beach, who gave him an intravenous injection. I telephoned Dr. Bronner, chief of 
the anesthetics department and at 11.15am he was being transported to the 
hospital.  

According to the information supplied by the cantonal hospital, Mr. Wolffe, who 
had as his address Mr. Rapperport (sec), 8 Avenue de France, only stayed one 
day in hospital for “Medical Treatment”. 

 

DANS LES ALGUES (IN THE WEEDS) 

What has become of the rescuers? Tracing them took one day of research with 
all the ups and downs which this normally entails. The one who 
really saved Michael Wolffe we found in Italy at Matelica, in Les 
Marches about 80 kilometers from Ancone. Mr. Venanzo Mo-
sciatti, who was the chief lifesaver at Geneva-Plage 1957-1967, 
owns a laundry there in which he works with his wife at 3 via 
San Adriano. The couple live at 29 via San Rocco. Mr. Mosciatti 
told me “I dived in a depth of water – 7 metres, I had to look for 
him in the weeds. It was at the fifth attempt that I noticed his 
white tummy. If my memory is correct, I was told he stayed 
under water for 2 minutes and 10 seconds. 



Starting From a Radio Ham’s Message    Cont: 
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The frontier guard who was at 
the oars in 1962 had left Geneva 
for the border post of Roman-
shorn in 1967, but presently he 
is at St.Gall at 5 Lillenstrasse and 
still working for the customs. He 
remembers the incident very 
well. He was giving swimming 
lessons at Geneva-Plage once a 
week. 

The Doctor Bernard Wissmer at 
Chene-Bougeries, thinks that the 
drama took place while the 
young man, 21 at the time and 
of English Nationality was swim-
ming near the raft in the com-
pany of a young girl who he had 
only met a few minutes before 
that, the same young girl came 
back to give the alarm. “His 
pulse could not be felt. We gave 
him an adrenaline injection. I 
think, an exceptional case, he 
could have been a goner”.   

 

MYSTERIOUS YOUNG GIRL 

As far as the young girl who gave 
the alert is concerned, Betty 
Leibundgut of Soleure, according 
to La Suisse, on the 7th August 
1962, it was impossible to trace 
her, even with the help of the 
controller of residents at Geneva 
and at Soleure as well as from 
communal records of the latter 
town and from the telephone 
book, from which all the Leibun-
guts possible were contacted. 
According to Mr. Krebec, the 
young girl was about 14 or 15 at 
the time, which was confirmed 
by Mr. Mosciatti, who thought 
she was slightly younger. Friday 
night Mr.Wolffe was contacted 
again by the Radio Ham of 
Founex.  

Isn’t it nice to know that some 
mystery still exists, especially 
when it refers to a young 
woman? 

………………………. 



Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know  if your 

goods are sold or you want to add or remove items. Please send re-

quests to Anne at  zs1ct@ctarc.org.za  before the 10th of the month 

preceding the Newsletter. 

Swop Shop 
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“Gentlemen 

and Ladies 

too, please let 

the Editor, 

(Anne) know  

if your goods 

are sold or 

you want to 

add or remove 

items. “ 

1) Signalink USB with built-in sound card. This one is for the Yaesu FT897/FT857 

as it includes the data cable as well as the "Plug & Play" jumper module for the 
FT897/FT857. Can be used on other rigs but buyer may need to purchase the cor-

rect data cable if not used on an FT897/FT857. NB:See http://www.tigertronics.com 
for more detail - R900  

 

2) Kenwood TK2107 commercial Hand Held (VHF – 150 to 174MHz),16 Channels, 
in very good condition. The radio comes with Rapid Desktop Charger and 4 Batter-

ies. All batteries in 100% working order Original and 2 aftermarket hi-capacity bat-
teries.) Manual (for what it’s worth, included.) If required, I can program the radio 

to your requirements. Tested by Global Communications and works perfectly on the 
2m Amateur Band. R750 (the batteries alone are worth more than the asking price) 

Note: Also available - Earpiece / lapel PPT/MIC for the TK2107 @ R150-00 and also 

a Programming cable (RS232) for the TK2107 @ R200. (If you buy the cable I will 
include the required software)  

3) Morse Mate (QRV) with RF cable and Manual @ R150  
4) ZS1IL Homebrew Sound Card Interface with cables for Yaesu FT857/  

 

FT897 (for any rig but the included cables are  
for FT897/FT857) @ R150  

(Shipping for buyers account. Location: Cape Town. Blaauwberg.)  
Contact: Johnny (ZS1ME) Mobile: 083 304 0188 Home: 021 557 7417  

Please Note! 

SMALLS AD 

I have 3 X Neutec SM1645 for sale. 1 X base set and 2 X mobile sets. I got the 
radios from my Dad who used them on the farm as part of the “Burger Band” 
scheme. The radios haven't been tested to check if they work. To my knowl-
edge 2 sets working fine and 1 set needs the 
speaker to be replaced. If anybody is inter-
ested and wants to make an offer, they can 
contact me on 073570037. Greetings.  

Danie de Beer 

mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za


 

    

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming 

month,  

may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all that 

you  

would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports. 

Delivering solu-

tions 

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design 

and management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our 

skills cover the whole field of the built environment worldwide, specialising 

in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, 

as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa. 

For more information on WSP contact:    Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen 

Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700   or our   Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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← 

WSP  KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY  

SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF 

THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE 

WHO DO NOT HAVE INTERNET 

CAPABILITIES.  

Thank you WSP 

Disclaimer. 

Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in 

this 

newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club. 

If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for 

profit or gain. 

03-Oct ZS1S Paul Johnson 

03-Oct ZR1WLH Wolfgang Hohlbein 

06-Oct ZS1GE Paul Schmitt 

07-Oct ZS1UV Dennis Hugo 

16-Oct ZS1PT Pete Burnham 

24-Oct ZS1XG Simon Cammies 


