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Reminder   

Our next 

meeting... 

Monday 

28 May at 

20:00  

Recently my wife and I motored up to the Eastern Cape to a 

delightful ‘Holiday – Getaway’ venue about half way between 
Cathcart and Stutterheim, called ‘Thomas River Historical Village’ 

to attend a Wedding. During the whole trip, and even driving to East London and back, 
I did not see one Amateur Radio Antenna. 
 
This is sad, as in days gone by when travelling around the country, there was always 
an antenna somewhere to be seen, even in the most obscure places. As a matter of 
fact, when talking to the locals up there, they had no idea what Amateur Radio was 
about. It seems that this is the general point of view as recently I had contractors doing 
repairs around my house and at both times they were inquisitive about my HF antenna 
(Force 12). However, they had no idea of what it was all about, even after trying to ex-
plain the hobby to them. It seems what we do is so unique and out of the ordinary, it 
has become quite mysterious to some, consequently, very few would venture to at-
tempt it. It is easier of course to communicate via all these modern electronic digital 
devices which our society has today been flooded with! 
 
I wonder if the lack of interest is good or bad. Becoming as it is nowadays such a rare 
hobby could make it more fun, but then as discussed previously our numbers are de-
creasing at an alarming rate. Maybe somewhere along the line it will take off again, 
considering that in other areas of the world there is still a great deal of activity. I have 
noticed though, that we do get every now and then the odd OM coming out of obscurity 
and joining our ranks again. 
 
I have been told that Barry Fletcher ZS1FC is in the ‘Caribbean’ at the moment and will 
be there until the 19 May, using the call sign PJ7/G4MFW, operating where possible 
the frequencies 14.215 and 21.310. He will be working from two sites on the same is-
land which is divided into two countries! ‘Wikipedia’ defines the division as follows:  
Sint Maarten (Dutch pronunciation: [sɪnt ˈmaˈrtə(n)]) is a constituent country of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands. It encompasses the southern half of the Caribbean island 
of Saint Martin, while the northern half of the island constitutes the French overseas 
collectivity of Saint-Martin. Its capital is Philipsburg. 
Here’s an opportunity to try and get some rare DX stations! 
 
By the way, ‘Thomas River’ would be an ideal spot to have an antenna farm as it is 
about a thousand Metres above sea level with three hundred and 
sixty degrees of uninterrupted view, and no interference making it 
an ideal take off point! Well, we can dream can’t we? Please listen 
to the Sunday morning bulletin for information regarding the Club 
meeting on Monday 28th May! 
 
Take Care, 73 to all, 
de ZS1FW   Noel                                                             

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:IPA_for_Dutch_and_Afrikaans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constituent_country
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_the_Netherlands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Martin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overseas_collectivity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overseas_collectivity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collectivity_of_Saint_Martin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philipsburg,_Sint_Maarten
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Clubs Contact Details 
Chairman   
Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-

5281805 
Secretary / Treasurer 
Russell – ZS1VK can be reached on 021-

7129767 or 072-2599430 

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740 

eMail: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za 

Website: www.ctarc.org.za 

Our special events schedule for  
the year ahead are: 

 

28 July  AGM 
18/19 August Lightship Weekend 
17/18 November SARL Field Day  
24 November  End of year function 
 

 
 

 

73 and hope to see you all at the Meeting on 
the 28th 

  Rob, ZS1SA 

Hi All. 

 
I received the following letter from Dave Hudson after he had read our Ragchew.  
 

Hi Russell thanks for the e-mail I read it with interest regarding pirate operation. 

Some years back somebody put out an S.O.S call on the 7MHz maritime 

watch  using my call sign stating that they are in need of help fortunately Bob 

g4jrd heard it and over rode the call A month later it happened again but this 

time a friend of mine who lives in Stratford a suburb of London heard it and 

thought that the signal was to strong it was end stop (nearly breaking the meter) 
It was traced to a local listener who was not licensed unfortunately re-

cordings then were not admissible evidence but he was taken to court on the grounds of having unli-

censed equipment and fined  £1500.00 pound and confiscation of equipment (20 yrs back that was a lot 

of money) as for repeaters being quiet come over to Hastings the 2 mtr and 70 cms repeater is hardly 

used, since being back coming up now for 3 weeks have heard nobody and if a call is put out whether 
one is mobile or home base you will be lucky to get an answer compared to 10 yrs plus there was a lot of 

activity from TV repair people going between jobs telephone engineers doing the same car mechanics car-

pet fitters, teachers they were all out there.  

Listening on the CT repeaters it was great every time I put a call out 8/10 times I received an answer no 

matter how short it was the repeater system in the western province is really good compared to here plus 

the fact I did not hear any bad language or swearing which is one reason why zs1mpj who lives near Lon-
don has sold all his equipment.  

Yep there is a lot to be said about the repeater systems your side and looking forward to having a chat on 

them end of this year.  

 

Have a nice week end Russell 73,s David g4woe 
 

Please remember that our new membership special (pay R100 now and have membership until July next year)  

is still in effect. 

 

73 

Russell ZS1VK 

Diary of Events 

mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
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“One piece of 

good news is 

that this power 

density reduces 

with the square 

of the distance 

you are away 

from the 

source” 

Dave Reece 

ZS1DFR 

“Other Avenues To Explore” 
Here’s another 

subject that bears our 

consideration. For this 

month’s input, I must 

acknowledge 

indebtedness to 

Frederick O Maia, 

W5YI, who wrote an 

article in the April 

edition of CQ 

Magazine, and 

reminded me of this 

problem. And this 

situation is pertinent 

to us all, and to me 

particularly now, 

because I have 

recently put up some 

HF wire in my back 

garden. I refer of 

course to the matter of 

RF Safety in your 

shack and in your 

neighbourhood. 

Ask any average 

person whether he 

thinks that radio 

frequency radiation 

does harm to living 

mammals, and he will 

say “only at 

Microwave 

frequencies”! He 

is definitely right 

about 

microwaves, but 

he’s wrong if he 

thinks all other 

radiation is 

harmless. ALL 

portions of the 

RF spectrum 

have the 

potential to do 

some harm to 

mammalian 

tissues, because RF 

heats up the water 

inside the cells of the 

tissue under 

consideration. Yes, the 

lower the frequency, 

relatively, the less the 

heat induced, and the 

further away you are 

from the radiation, the 

less too. But it has just 

dawned on me that the 

HF antenna I have put 

up is closer to my 

neighbour’s garden 

and therefore possibly 

my neighbour, than it 

is to me operating the 

station. The 

authorities who have 

worked on all this, 

note that you, the 

radio operator, are 

aware of your 

transmission, and 

possibly able to avoid 

exposure, but the 

fellow in the street or 

next door, is unaware 

that you are 

transmitting (most of 

the time), and not 

taking any precautions 

at all. They have 

coined the terms 

“controlled 

exposure” (when you 

personally transmit, 

and stand a small 

chance of injury from 

RF in your shack or 

from the feedline 

going up to the tower), 

and “uncontrolled 

exposure”, (which 

occurs when you 

unwittingly stand around 

near an antenna you are 

not aware is being used 

to transmit). 

The best unit of 

measurement for 

estimating how much 

energy you are being 

exposed to, is called 

Power Density, and is 

usually measured in 

terms of milliwatts per 

square centimetre (mW/

cm2). One piece of good 

news is that this power 

density reduces with the 

square of the distance 

you are away from the 

source, which means that 

your danger drops off 

very dramatically, the 

further away you get 

from that source. So 

where are the dangers? 

Well, “they” say that the 

frequencies we are most 

at risk from, in 

controlled or 

uncontrolled fashion, lie 

between 30 and 300Mhz. 

Such dangers also occur 

in your body tissues 

where there is not 

enough blood supply to 

carry the RF heat 

generated away rapidly. 

And in the average adult 

human, that means the 

lens of your eye, and 

your genitals (testicles or 

ovaries)! Now tell me 

where you position that 

UHF handie while you 

are transmitting on it? 

See Overleaf:…. 

R A G C H E W  I S  
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That’s right: with your 

mouth up against the 

mike, and the rubber 

duckie standing up just to 

the side of your right eye; 

or on your belt, not very 

far from your genitals, 

while you happily talk 

into the speaker mike! 

Not very clever, are we?! 

The authorities (ICASA 

in our case), expect us to 

be aware of the power 

density field around our 

antennas in the garden, 

but we basically seldom 

measure these things – we 

go on averages as 

supplied by various 

authorities. And, on HF, 

that is usually good 

enough. Here, however 

are a set of good bits of 

advice, as summarised 

from W5YI’s article: 

Radiate with as little RF 

power as possible! Good 

idea, we’re supposed to 

do that anyway! 

Operate without a linear 

whenever possible! 

Never use a linear whose 

metal cover has been 

removed – you are 

surrounded by RF! 

Keep transmissions short, 

especially on VHF/UHF 

and using Handies! 

Point your Handie as far 

away from your eye as 

possible, or use a speaker 

mike, with the radio away 

from your eye or belt! 

Mount transmitting 

antennas as far away from 

residences as possible! 

I’m guilty as charged! 

Open-wire feedline can 

radiate, so route it as far 

away from populated 

areas as possible! 

Do not transmit when 

people are near ground-

mounted or mobile 

antennas! 

Allow at least 10 metres 

distance between the 

antenna and the 

environment if 100 or 

more watts are 

transmitted! 

Don’t transmit if anyone 

is within 2 metres of a 

whip antenna! 

Remember attic antennas 

can generate substantial 

RF fields! 

Use low power and short 

overs when people are 

near your antennas! 

Be wary of high-power 

VHF/UHF/Microwave 

transmitters and high-gain 

directional antennas in 

residential environments! 

Never stand in front of a 

high-gain VHF/UHF/

microwave antenna array 

when the transmitter is 

on! 

Use the lowest power 

possible when using the 

handheld and point the 

antenna as far away from 

your eyes as possible! 

Try using lower duty-

cycle type emissions like 

SSB or CW whenever 

possible to reduce RF 

energy radiation! 

”Don’t 

transmit if 

anyone is 

within 2 

metres of a 

whip 

antenna! 

Remember 

attic 

antennas can 

generate 

substantial 

RF fields!” 

A good idea to fence 

off your antennas and 

to post warnings to 

folk to keep their dis-

tance! (I don’t think 

any of us have enough 

real estate to follow 

that recommendation!) 

 

I hope you have been 

reminded to think 

along these lines when 

you are setting up your 

station. One can’t be 

too careful!  

Kind regards,  Dave  

ZS1DFR 
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A Story of “Titanic Proportions” 
Here is a QSL card to be 

treasured. !! 
I have been on the look 
out for a station 
transmitting to the world 
in commemoration of  
the TITANIC which sank 
100 years ago the 
weekend of 14/15 
April 1912. 
The station GB100MUC 
was on a frequency of 
14245 khz & I was 
fortunate to contact this 
station at 1749 GMT on 
14 April 2012,  They were 
5X6 & I was 5x7 through a 
DX pile-up second to 
none. !!   
 

The station is situated in 
the Dalbeattie Museum 
in SW Scotland,  where  
Captain Murdoch was 
born.  He was  the 
officer in charge of the 
bridge on the fateful 
night of the 14 /15 April 
1912.  He gave the 
famous order to try & 
avoid the iceberg. 
MUC  was the callsign 
first issued to TITANIC 
by MARCONI in January 
1912, before it was 
changed to MGY, as 
Marconi USA had 
already issued MUC to 
another vessel. !! 
 

This contact was really 

very special as we all 

know the story so well. 

Dennis ZS1AU 

R A G C H E W  I S  



P A G E  6  

  For a full 
list and 
contest 

rules visit 
www.hornu

copia/
contestcal/
index.html   

Dirk Lotz, 

ZS1X 

Contest Corner... 

R A G C H E W  I S  

 

CONTEST CORNER 
#13 

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X 

 

Upcoming Local Events in June – Also see the SARL web:   

http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp 

 16 June   - SARL Youth Day Sprint 

21 to 25 June  - SARL Top Band QSO Party 

 

Upcoming International Events in June – See this link for more 
detail   http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html   Only 

some of the bigger contests have been mentioned below. 
 

2.3 June  - 10-10 Int. Open Season PSK Contest 

9,10 June - GACW WWSA CW DX Contest 

16,17 June - All Asian DX Contest, CW 

16 June  - Feld Hell Sprint 

23,24 June - Ukrainian DX DIGI Contest 

23,24 June - His Maj. King of Spain Contest, SSB 

23,24 June - Marconi Memorial HF Contest 

MONTHLY DX’ing TIP  

 

DON'T RAGCHEW - A DXpedition operator is not really interested in 
your name, QTH etc. If he happens to be a friend operating from a rare 
location you will certainly earn Brownie points if you keep the 
exchange brief! If the DX station wants to ragchew, that's another 
matter!  
By VA3JS 

http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html


Off to Namibia ... what a great story from Jan Hugo ZS1JH 

P A G E  7  I S S U E  5  

Dear Readers 
A message I received from Jan Hugo Jan ZS1JH. It is so interesting (I 

hope you agree) I have added the entire article in this month’s edition. 

(Jan ensures one of the repeaters is working for the Club each week. 

Thank you Jan, we will miss you!) 

Enjoy the read   …… 

 

 

 
My dear Anne 

 

Many thanks the excellent newsletter you spoil us all with!! 

I will be going to Namibia again, this time for quite a extended walkabout 

and have decided for the sake of continuity to pass  on to someone 

permanent. 

It will be shared by John ZS1WJ and/or Andre ZS1AZ.  They will see to 

that it continues in a well behaved manner. 

 

A few words of background on all may be in order. 

I have been a unbroken and continuous member with the CT branch and reporting with the Sunday bulletin at 3700 

for the past 47 years. 

When I moved QTH to Paarl about 23 years ago I found that suddenly the bulletin has ceased, the kingpin relayer 

has moved or whatever, and no substitute. 

The silence was more than I could handle for several weeks and I got the tower up (antenna's before curtains) and 

got the relay going and gradually the old gang back again. 

Those days the SARL bulletin was transmitted on 20M ex Div.6 and relayed on to 2m (by someone in the CT area) 

and myself retransmit it on 80M (from 20). 

Now obviously the reader of the bulletin should do the roll-call as well. 

So when at last someone else could come up eventually and relay from 2M on to 80M when it was possible to get it 

down from Joey's before Sunday,  for some forgotten reason I was asked to do the call-in and got stuck with it. 

Even today Andre ZS1IL that does the relay cannot do the roll-call on account of a high noise level. 

That's it, important point here is that the 80M Sunday news went out very nearly unbroken for the past 50 years 

plus that I  am aware of.  I believe it is important to ensure the continuation in to the future. 

Only 2 months ago there was a short break and we joined Allan on 40M for 3 weeks because of unusual poor band 

conditions. 

The 80M relay covered the area from CT to George in the east and Calvinia in the north. 

 

I did a lot of mobileering in the past, operating 9J2,  CR6 (now D2), CR7 and more recently C9 and 7Q7(Malawi).  Of 

course many times South West ZS3 now V5. All the other countries around our borders, ZE many times, (Z2, Zim), 

Swaziland, Lesotho and Botswana.   Those days getting a license was a real issue as a license from that country had 

to be obtained as from  that country, and not piggy back ZS as today. No e-mail and when I say snail mail, that was 

the way, and snails was much faster then. 

 

Initially with a 3 band Eico imported from the US all tube in kit form, straddling the gearbox hump of the Valiant 

with a massive power supply. Later a FT101, the first of several in that Yaesu series, also straddling the gearbox of 

the big Ford pickup to Angola. And from beginning to now using the Hustler mobile antenna with full set of 

resonators. 

Daily contact was kept with Vidi ZS1EL when over the border through all those years. 

Nowadays the rig is a Icom 725 mounted vertically behind the 2 shift levers of a much smaller Ford pickup. 

See Overleaf:... 
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“Of course it was 

bound to happen when 

airborne with the 

Valiant over a hump in 

the narrow gravel 

road at speed came 

down onto a rock in 

the road and that 

ghastly feeling, little 

later and the oil 

pressure warning light 

came on.”  

Off to Namibia ... what a great story from Jan Hugo ZS1JH      Cont:…. 

R A G C H E W  I S  

What a boon ham radio mobile turned out to be. With a tyre shredded in pieces waiting 4 days 

at Sesfontein while one was carried there from Windhoek, many hundreds of kilometres south, 

by courtesy OM Kosie V51E (now silent key). Also my only security when we were alone on that 

notorious track from Epupa falls on the southern bank of the Kunene river to Ruacana falls. 

All the major hydro-electric plants, Ruacana, Kariba (several times) and Cabora Bassa 

(2000MW) were visited.   We were so extremely fortunate to have explored so much of Africa 

before politics took over. 

 

Was also actively deployed in rallies, no 2M repeaters then, all done on 80 and 40M with full 

size dipoles thrown into a convenient tree or whatever was there. At Zuurbraak near 

Swellendam was informed by the CT control that the radio man at Laingsburg could not make it, 

can I possible help??  (typical of those city slickers who has no idea of distances in the 

country),   racing against time in the dark with a 'shortcut' straight north into the Karroo from 

the vicinity of Barrydale. No GPS!  Of course it was bound to happen when airborne with the 

Valiant over a hump in the narrow gravel road at speed came down onto a rock in the road and 

that ghastly feeling, little later and the oil pressure warning light came on. My friend, Pieter 

ZS1PD and myself with the aid of a torch with half dead batteries crawled around the bush to 

find a suitable piece of wood, trim with a knife and hammer in to the new hole in the sump with 

a convenient stone found with a now nearly depleted batteries in the torch. Now no oil, those 

that was supposed to be there distributed over the previously covered 2 kilometres. What a 

foeitog!  Now what? Farms in that rather unpopulated part of the Karroo are few and far 

apart. 

 So out with the Hustler on 80 and raised someone in CT (this is around 9pm Saturday night) 

with a mayday call. He got thru to Laingsburg by telephone and 2 hours later a pickup stopped 

at our side with 2 x 5 litre containers of that much needed oil.  We made it in time for rally 

cars check-in when the  cars rolled in that night after midnight in Laingsburg and had the sump 

welded first thing Sunday morning. Will you believe that there were days when you could get a 

mechanic or get a flat tyre fixed 

over a weekend?? Again new oil in 

the Valiant motor and back the 

long stretch home.   The only 

speed limit where that of your 

car!  Those were wonderful days!! 

 

Enjoy your hamming while you can 

vy 73 

Jan ZS1JH 

 

 

I consider some of my 

achievements to be;  

Getting about 10 enthusiasts 

licensed 

Building a full size 4el 20M yagi on a 30ft boom 

Building a rhombic using a 200m 600 ohm. feedline   

Crossing two roads (now streets, Cape Agulhas) article in Ragchew about 15yrs ago has 

reference 

Contacts on 15M total 3641with W2JY and 1217 contacts with W8PHJ (both silent key now) 

 

I am sure that is enough from me that you could stand............. 

Very best regards 

Jan 

Paarl 
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Bet you all want one of these!!! 
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Come on 
Guys send in 
your swops 

with pictures 
and prices to 
me for  next 

months 
bumper 

edition of 
Swop Shop... 

Swop Shop………….. 

Swops 

Swops 

Swops 

R A G C H E W  I S  

FOR SALE 
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS 
 

Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1 
Also DIY Kits available 

Other Components:  NE602, K12 Keyer Chips, 
10.7Mhz & 455Khz Variable Inductors, Various Tor-

oidal Cores 
Contact Dirk - ZS1X 
Cell:  084 552 8573 

email:  zs1x@iburst.co.za 

1) Signalink USB with built-in sound card. This one is for the Yaesu FT897/FT857 as it includes the 
data cable as well as the "Plug & Play" jumper module for the FT897/FT857. Can be used on other 
rigs but buyer may need to purchase the correct data cable if not used on an FT897/FT857. 
NB:See http://www.tigertronics.com for more detail - R900  

 
2)    Kenwood TK2107 commercial Hand Held (VHF – 150 to 174MHz),16 Channels,    in very good 
condition. The radio comes with Rapid Desktop Charger and 4 Batteries. All batteries in 100% working 
order Original and 2 aftermarket hi-capacity batteries.) Manual (for what it’s worth, included.) If required, 
I can program the radio to your requirements. Tested by Global Communications and works perfectly on 
the 2m Amateur Band. R750 (the batteries alone are worth more than the asking price) Note: Also 
available - Earpiece / lapel PPT/MIC for the TK2107 @ R150-00 and also a Programming cable (RS232) for 
the TK2107 @ R200. (If you buy the cable I will include the required software) 
 
3)      Morse Mate (QRV) with RF cable and Manual @ R150 
 
4) ZS1IL Homebrew Sound Card Interface with cables for Yaesu FT857/   
          FT897      (for any rig    but the     included cables are  
         for FT897/FT857) @  R150 

 
(Shipping for buyers account. Location: Cape Town. Blaauwberg.) 
Contact: Johnny (ZS1ME) Mobile: 083 304 0188 Home: 021 557 7417 

 
 

 

 

Wanted:  
Ball mount for mobile whip. Rob ZS1SA 021 447 3578 or radio@telkomsa.net  

 
 

Two Metal Masts available for free, but to be collected in Lakeside/Muizenberg. 

One is an old flagpole (Steel) and the other is part of an aluminium mast, both 

between 5M and 6M long. Contact me for details.  

Many thanks, Noel 

(Contact:    Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805) 



ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS 

AND NOTICES!  

 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in the coming 

month, may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you 

all that you  would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports. 

Delivering  

Solutions 

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy provid-
ing design and management services to the property, land and 
construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the built 
environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, me-
chanical and refrigeration engineering services, as well as com-
prehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa. 
 
For more information on WSP contact:     
Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen 
Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700   or our    
Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za 

← 

WSP   
KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY  

SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF 

THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE 

WHO DO NOT HAVE INTERNET  

CAPABILITIES.  

Thank you WSP 

Disclaimer.  

Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this 

newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club. 

If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain. 

5/6 Michele Basset  ZS1MCB 
6/6 Danny Blanckenberg  ZS1BL 7/6 The Ed  ZS1ANNE 
10/6 Na-aim Jordan ZU1NJ 
  

12/6 Rob Bareham ZS1SA 
14/6 Nick Curwell  ZS1ZD 
17/6  Brian Greenwood  ZS1ANO 25/6 Karl-Heinz Stier  ZS1KH   


