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as we have been holding
our Club Meetings on
Saturday afternoon‟s, we as
a Committee have had our
meetings on a convenient
Monday evening, prior to
the main event. This has
proved to be very beneficial
as there are no time
constraints; therefore, we
have more time to discuss
matters,
and
reach
conclusions.
Contrary to
the assumption that this
meeting would then drag on
for hours, ad.in.fin.it.um, we
find that we are finished
discussing
the
clubs
business well within two
hours. Just goes to show.
Of course one has to have
a tight rein on these guys
otherwise things could go
on forever – HI!
Please take note of the
following as we have
formalised our meeting
schedule somewhat. From
January to June our Club
Meetings will revert back to
the fourth Monday evening
of each month, being the
summer period. Then from
July to November the
meetings will be held on
Saturday afternoons, being
the
winter
period.
Remember that our closing
social will be on the 26th
November this year, and
that there are no meetings
in December.
The last formal meeting this
year will be on Saturday the

29th
October,
and
it
coincides with the CQ world
wide contest. We felt that
this would be an ideal
opportunity for all to attend
and lend support for those
who wish to participate, or
to become familiar with the
club‟s equipment, and to
observe it in operation. Our
newly acquired IC-746 will
probably be the main
attraction! As usual there
will be a „bring and braai‟,
and it will be an ideal
opportunity to QSO, eyeball
to eyeball! Gatherings like
this always seem to go
down well.
Our
thanks
to
Matt
ZS1MJJ, who was the
speaker at our last Club
meeting, and as it was
Heritage Day, we asked
him to talk on vintage
radio‟s. This he ably did
with a display of some well
preserved
„Collins‟
equipment.
One of the
many comments he made
was the fact that spares for
the
old
technology
equipment is becoming
scarce. Please, if you do
have unused components
or what you may consider
junk, don‟t just dump it, but
rather, put the word out.
I‟m sure someone will
gladly dispose of it for you!
As I have referred to club
meetings here, if anyone
has
suggestions
or
thoughts on how to make
these more interesting, we
would
appreciate
your
ideas!

Rob ZS1SA‟s mode of
transport to the club…. Can
we say he was “ZS1SA

Mobile” ! Where is that
antenna?
On the 13th September I
was invited to speak to the
ladies of the Plumstead
Study Circle. They meet
every second Tuesday
morning
in
the
Meadowridge Library hall,
where they invite people to
talk on various subjects. In
this instance I was asked to
tell them all about Amateur
Radio.
This went down
very well, and they had lots
of questions and to my
surprise there was nothing
negative discussed, even
regarding favourite topics,
like unsightly antennas or
noise. The tea and cake
was enjoyable as well as
the
informal
chats
afterwards. Unfortunately,
this group suffers from the
same problems, we do.
They are also all getting on
in years, with numbers
dwindling and very few
younger women joining!
See Overleaf…...
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Chairman’s Chat….Cont:
After the meeting I
was
approached
by two of the ladies
regarding
deceased estates. It
seems they have
equipment and the
usual paraphernalia lying around
and don‟t know what to do with it.
Well, I gave them my phone
number, and advised them about
the „Flea Market in March next
year, and to contact me when
convenient.
As much as we don‟t want to
think about it, and I don‟t want to
sound too sombre here, but we
all need to become realistic about
one aspect that we have no control over in the future. And that
is, how does our spouse and or
family dispose of our Ham Radio
stuff when we leave here to go to
the happy hunting ground! There
is a very interesting article in the
January 2011 edition of the QST

magazine, entitled „The last CQ – A Survivor‟s Guide‟,
„Seven steps to help your spouse dispose of your ham radio estate‟.
Wow, I have become a bit serious here, but another organisation I belong to, has admonished us to have a seventy two hour emergency survival pack ready at hand, for
every member of our family. This may sound strange, but
in a world where natural disasters are increasing and civil
unrest could happen, maybe we need to prepare.
A closing thought on Knowledge :
He who knows not, and knows not that he knows not,
is a fool........shun him;
He who knows not, and knows not that he knows not is
ignorant....teach him;
He who knows, and knows not that he knows,
is asleep.................wake him;
But he who knows, and knows that he knows,
is a wise man ..........follow him.
Arab Proverb
That‟s all for now!
Take Care, 73 to all,
de ZS1FW
Noel

“A Survivor‟s Guide‟, „Seven steps
to help your spouse dispose of your
ham radio estate‟.”
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Secretary’s Report
From the Secretary......
The following received awards at our 2010 AGM and if you have not already done
so, could the trophies please be returned to us.
Buck Taylor ZS1BL Danny
Floating Wellie ZS1RIC Richard
Baker Trophy ZU1R Robin
Special Award ZS1ZD Nick
Special Award ZS1SA Rob
Nothing much else at this time, just looking forward to our next meeting and the chatting.
Russell ZS1VK

Club’s Contact Details:
Chairman / Treasurer
Noel – ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805
Secretary
Russell – ZS1VK can be reached on 021-7129767 or 072-2599430
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740
eMail: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
Website: www.ctarc.org.za

Help: Gazebo

Dates to Diarise

Gazebo Needed

AGM - Last Saturday in July

The club is looking to borrow a gazebo
for our end of year function in November. If someone has one and can loan to
us for the day it would be most appreciated by all attendees.

Lighthouse Operation - Third weekend in August

Please contact Rob on 082 551 5423,
021 447 3578 or at radio@telkomsa.net
if you can assist.

SARL Field Day - Leg 2 Second weekend of February

73
Rob ZS1SA

SARL Field Day - Leg 1 Third weekend of November
End of Year Function - Last Saturday in November
Annual CTARC Flea Market - First Saturday in March
Note: The committee reserves the right to amend the
traditional dates of CTARC events if required.

Page 4

Ragchew

Upcoming Events! Detailed info for you...
Hello to you all
More detailed information of the upcoming events:

Next committee meeting: 14 November
Field Day 19 and 20 November.
Last year we had a very disappointing turn out for our November Field
Day. Although several operators made commitments to operate overnight, we only had two operators actually stay. This is not enough and as
I am sure the membership can appreciate, this is a club event and will
only be run if the membership supports it.
I need to have firm commitments from at least 5 members before 6 November that they will stay overnight and operate, otherwise we will not be operating this leg of the SARL
HF field day.
It is not worth the effort of the usual same handful of committee members to come and set up the tent
and antennas only to be find the operators drifting off in the later afternoon. Last year several of the
members who said they would stay over found at the last moment they were unable to stay.
Chaps, if you want to have a Field Day setup then we need your commitment. A decision will be made on
6 of November and it will depend on the response we receive from this appeal.
Year End Function
Our annual year end function will take place as usual on the last Saturday in November,
which this year falls on 26 November. It will take the form of a bring and braai.
There will be 807's and cool drinks for sale in the club house. There will be a QLF contest
with Noel's massive telegraph key which is a fun event. For those that have not heard the
term QLF, it is an unofficial Q signal that is sent to Morse operators whose code is barely
readable meaning "are you sending with your Left Foot?"
The club trophies will also be awarded during the afternoon.
Recently we have been seeing more of the ladies out at our events so please bring along
the XYL and assure her she will not be alone and join us at the club from 13:00 onwards for
this very social get together.
Back to Monday evening meetings soon
The committee has been very pleased with the turnout that we have been getting on our Saturday afternoon meetings during the winter months. It has been decided to make this a regular feature and from
January to June each year, we will meet at the club house on the fourth Monday of the month at 20:00
and from July to November we will meet at the clubhouse on the fourth Saturday of each month at
14:00. Hope to see you there.....
73
Rob ZS1SA
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Last Reminder Please… Len Wells Spirit Trophy
Dear All.
It‟s that time of the year again when the trophy is due to be
awarded to another deserving person!
As the Custodian of the award, I am now calling for last
minute nominations and will accept them up to the end of
October,
A short motivation must support the nomination and must
reach the Custodian as soon as possible.
Dennis ZS1AU

Memories….by Dennis ZS1AU
I wonder how many would re-

member Chris Stiekema ZS1YP,
( Yankee Papa ) a CT Branch
committee/ Treasurer, member
in the 70‟s.
Chris was also a
WRR member & did a lot of 2 m
mobileering on his way to his
office each morning. He succumbed to cancer associated
with asbestos in his working environment.
He was a professional Quantity surveyor. I‟d hate
to have this large transmitting
tube left in the open to be broken. It will make a wonderful
display piece, never to be sold &
to be preserved as a memory to
Chris ZS1YP. It is still in very
good condition & cost something
in the region of R15000,
but
was scrapped
& Chris was
there to rescue it as a piece of
memorabilia. I was his mentor to
introduce him to ham radio in
1955 when we were both just
newly married & Chris & Yvonne
moved in next door.
He fancied the hobby & after several
years of study & learning the

morse code, he took the P.O. Morse Test. Mr
Bill Fairley, who was feared as a radio inspector, but respected for being very fair, honest &
a gentleman, took Chris for his morse test &
Mr Fairley said to Chris, I know who taught
you. !!! Chris was credited with a 100 % pass
in send & receive at 12 wpm. !!! Attached is his
QSL card. He became Silent Key on 29 JULY
2001, in his 69 th year.
He was my best
friend, like a brother. 73 / 88
Dennis ZS1AU

Last Reminder
Please!
Len Wells Trophy
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Other Avenue’s To Explore...
Hi again, from a hot and sweaty
shack, where today’s temperature
reached over 30 degrees – the first
hot day of the season! The year will
soon be over, and there are only
two more meetings at CTARC for the
year.
One customarily thinks of project
building during the winter months,
when the bands aren’t open, and
you can’t be on the roof attending
to antennas and SWR’s etc.
However, there is nothing to stop
you from building things at any
stage of the year, of course, and I’m
experiencing that situation myself,
because I have recently moved, and
am enjoying myself recreating my
shack layout as I would like it. I’ve
always had a voltmeter and an
ammeter connected to my 12V
source here in the shack so that I am
able to track the situation, and now
I am including a 250V AC voltmeter
to have some sort of idea as to what
good old ESKOM has to offer me in
the way of used electrons!
So I was particularly interested in an
item I spotted in a recent overseas
periodical talking about the use of
project boxes, which I thought I’d
share. “Project boxes”, I hear you
say, “what’s so special about
them?” Nothing, really, except that
there are project boxes, and there
are project boxes! Let’s first
separate them into metal boxes,
and plastic ones. Metal boxes don’t
come in a myriad of sizes, but plastic
ones do. And plastic ones also come
in two types – those with ribs inside
to allow you to slide PCB’s into
them, and those without. So do
have a look at the label on the box
when you buy it at centrepages or
wherever, to try and decide

ZS1DFR

whether it is ribbed or not. The
ribbed ones are usually more
expensive, and feel heavier. They
have a disadvantage, if you’re not
going to put PCB’s into the ribs, and
that is that, when you make cutouts on the front of the box for
controls or meters, you must not
overlook the fact that your control
or whatever can’t be up against the
edge of the cover, because the ribs
will get in the way when you want
to close the box. Don’t ask me how I
know this, because I will have to kill
you, after I tell you 
The more interesting thing I learnt
from the periodical I mentioned was
the use of a hot soldering iron, for
starting holes in the project box for
controls and cables! Mark the spots
for the holes you want to make with
a pencil, and then use a biggish
soldering iron with a pencil type tip,
to burn the hole where you want it.

“One customarily thinks of project
building during the winter months, when
the bands aren’t open”

The
reamer, by
the way, is
an
underrated
tool. They
are available at the usual hardware
shops, and can very quickly make
your aperture open up to the right
size, if you don’t have a big enough
drill bit, particularly in a plastic box.
Where I needed to cut a large
square hole for a digital meter, I
used one of those little cutting disks
on the variety of little “Dremel”tools available. This disk absolutely
melts the plastic of the box as it
cuts, but cuts large holes very
quickly.
Anyway, those are my hints for
making your project construction
easy. Now how about you send in
your hints and suggestions for
making construction jobs easy, and
I’ll include them here if you send the
to me at zs1dfr@telkomsa.net . See
you at the next meeting!
73

I guess you could also make a
square hole (which would probably
need cleaning up with file or
reamer) by burning sideways with
your hot soldering iron. At least a 25
to 40W iron would probably do just
right. The smell of burning plastic
would probably put you off a bit,
but not enough to stop your
progress. The writer in the
article recommends you wipe off
the tip of the iron with a wet cloth
quickly after each burn to remove
melting plastic, which will only
smoulder on!

Dave ZS1DFR
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Watts Up?
AFRICA TO SHED LIGHT ON THE DARK AGES

Africa's

bid to build and host the
Square Kilometre Array (SKA)
telescope – which will for the first time
provide mankind with detailed pictures of the "dark ages"
13,7 billion years back in time – is gaining momentum
with significant scientific breakthroughs.
An important milestone was reached with the "detection
of fringes" in a joint very long baseline interferometry
(VLBI) observation. For the first time South Africa has
completed the experiment without assistance from other
countries. The 26m Hartebeesthoek Radio Astronomy
Observatory (HartRAO) near Pretoria teamed up with one
of the seven 12m dishes currently part of the Karoo Array
Telescope (KAT-7) over 900 km away to jointly observe
and record data from a distant radio source known as
3C273. The data was then correlated in Cape Town to
produce the first ever African fringe detection at its first
attempt.
"VLBI is significant as it's used for imaging distant cosmic
radio sources, spacecraft tracking, and for applications in
astrometry. However, it can also be used "in reverse" to
perform earth rotation studies, map movements of
tectonic plates very precisely (within millimetres), and
other types of geodesy," says Dr Bernie Fanaroff,
Director, South Africa SKA Project.
In addition to the fringe detection breakthrough, South African engineers have also built the building block
for the next generation of digital processing systems. The reconfigurable open architecture computing
hardware (ROACH) board is primarily a South African development and already in use in 300 high-tech
facilities around the globe. However, ROACH-2 prototypes are much faster and more powerful.
Why the need for such computing speed and capacity in astronomy? "To put it in perspective SKA is
expected to collect more data in one week than humankind has collected in its entire history," reveals
Fanaroff. The leap forward in technology is largely thanks to advances in field-programmable gate array
(FPGA) technology. The good news is that progress in FPGA is set to hold for another four generations,
so future iterations of ROACH (3,4,5 and 6) are likely in the next few years. "This is all essential
preparation for the SKA project," explains Fanaroff.
"SKA will revolutionise science. It will be the world's largest radio telescope and probably capable of
answering questions that we haven't even thought to ask yet," elucidates Fanaroff. Expected scientific
discoveries range from understanding the cosmic web of neutral gas, which will unravel how the first stars
and black holes were formed. It will track galaxies to investigate the rate of expansion of the universe and
hopefully identify the nature of dark energy. It will also produce three-dimensional galactic maps and
detect what are likely to be extremely weak extra-terrestrial signals and pinpoint planets capable of
supporting life. It will also allow for the study of gravity, which could possibly lead to the theory of relativity
being challenged. Pulsars, the collapsed spinning cores of dead stars, will also be monitored providing
information on gravitational waves and black holes.
"In 2011 South Africa in conjunction with its eight African-partner countries bidding communally for the
SKA will pull out all the stops to show the world that Africa is the future as far as science and technology
are concerned," concludes Fanaroff. –(18 February 2011)
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Watts Up? ...Cont:
VERTICAL ANTENNAS AND
GROUND PLANES

Some editions ago, I discussed the
advantages and disadvantages between
ground mounted and
elevated HF vertical
antennas and their
differences in ground
plane requirements.
To briefly recap, a
ground mounted vertical antenna requires
much more work to
create an efficient
ground plane, where
an elevated vertical
can operate very efficiently with four elevated tuned radials.
My research
into
ground plane systems
has yielded some interesting case
studies and I found the following account of David Reid PA3HBB/
G0BZF ingenious and amusing.
David relates:
As with all vertical ground plane antennas, of course, a good ground
plane is required. In the past I have
experimented with lots of different
ground plane configurations. There
are numerous articles and books on
the subject. In general, this is one
case where the phrase 'less is more'
does not work (especially for QRP).
The idea of a good ground plane is
to reflect the maximum of your radiated signal, and stop it being absorbed in the ground. It also reflects
the received signal into your antenna
and ultimately the radio. You can't
work them, if you can't hear them.
Ground radials of any length are bet-

ter than none, but ideally ones just
over a 1/4 wavelength are all that is
necessary. Most gardens in the UK
are not large enough for this type of
installation, but,
with some creative
thoughts,
great things can
be
achieved.
Here is the story
of my ground
plane and its
evolution.
I live in a rented
house on a modest estate in the
southern part of
the Netherlands,
and my garden is
quite large, which
is great for experimenting. My
landlord is used
to seeing funny bits of metal sprouting from the ground on the weekends. But, I had a big problem to get
a good earth mat, until one day we
were in the garden and he was digging holes in the lawn. So, I en-

““I suggested that he could bury a big
bit of close-meshed chicken wire all
over the garden and then the moles
would leave.”

quired about what the holes were for
and he said he hated the moles digging up the garden and was setting
traps for them. Just then a brilliant
thought struck me. I suggested that
he could bury a big bit of closemeshed chicken wire all over the
garden and then the moles would
leave, because they could not get
through the mesh and would go
elsewhere.

Well, he bought the idea, hook, line
and sinker, and the next weekend he
hired a digger to lift all the turf and
laid a complete covering of the
ground in close-spaced chicken
wire. I ensured that all the sections
of the wire were 'properly' joined together and that copper ground rods
were installed to hold the mesh in
the ground. That was a year ago,
and there are no mole hills in the
part of the garden that he covered.
His problem was solved, and cunningly, I got a nice ground plane covering about 50 square metres. I also
took the opportunity to bury some
garden hose from the shack to the
centre of the garden which I use to
run my coax cables out to the centre
of the garden. Oh joy! Much better
DX with my vertical, but everything
has its downside – the radiation pattern from my 3,5 MHz dipole at 6
metres height was so altered by the
new ground plane that I could no
longer work the UK reliably, all the
signals were going skywards.
I
moved the dipole to the edge of the
earth mat and raised it by 2 metres,
and that made all the difference. –
(PA3HBB)
Not everyone has such an obliging
landlord, but one can do wonders
with a bit of lateral thinking and ingenuity.
Wishing you good DX
Deon ZS1ZL
Edition 65

“My boss spent the entire weekend retyping a 25-page proposal that only needed corrections. She
claims the disk I gave her was damaged and she couldn't edit it. The disk I gave her was writeprotected. – CIO of Dell Computers
Deon Erwin ZS1ZL supplies the drive current to push the Watts Up? Send him your news, views, tips, tricks, traps and questions on the
CTARC email address or CTARC telephone number. Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or the CTARC Committee.
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Contest Corner!

CONTEST CORNER
#7
By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X
Upcoming Local Events in November – Also see the SARL web:
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
5 November

-

RADAR Contest

19,20 November

-

SARL National Field Day

27 November

-

SARL Digital Contest

30 November

-

SARL 80m CW Club Contest

Upcoming International Events in November – See this link for more
detail http://www.ncjweb.com/contestcal.php Only some of the bigger contests have been mentioned below.
5,6,7 November

-

ARRL CW Sweepstakes Contest

6 November

-

DARC 10 Meter Digital Contest

12,13 November

-

WAE DX RTTY Contest

19,20,21 November

-

ARRL SSB Sweepstakes Contest

26,27 November

-

CQ WW DX CW Contest

73’s
de

“See Upcoming
International
Events in
November”
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More Memories

“Old Article” with “Old Friends”

Russell ZS1VK received this correspondence and sent it to the Editor for publishing. Thank you Russell....
makes fascinating reading...... Enjoy!
Dear Russell, Good evening!
Robert Hanley, son of G8LP, sent me this email and the photos attached. He thought that some of them may be useful as a
follow-up to the mini-article I had published in the Ragchew some months ago.
G8LP lived near to a friend of mine and we went to visit him in the mid-50s, as per the article in Ragchew, as a consequence, I
went into ham radio but my friend did not. Surprise, surprise, I received an email today from that long lost friend who had
been contacted by Robert. It brings a lump to one's throat!!
Regards and 73 Simon ZS1XUK
Email received by Simon, son of G8LP.
Dear Simon
I intend to compose a reply to your email over the next few days and add a few pictures for your nostalgia to kick in to
jostle your memory.
As a young lad and all my life this incident has stuck in my memory. Although I have never met you to my knowledge, I can picture to this day my father, his name was Geoffrey by the way and you went by Geoff, relating the story
to my mother about the young lad (yourself} calling round and remonstrating about the fact that he was ruining the
reception on your crystal set. I believe at that time you lived in Willow Rd or Highlands Rd.
Dad had built me a crystal set around about that time and whilst lying in bed with my earphones on, if he was about
to transmit he would come up to our bedroom and let me know so that I could switch the
set off, you did not have this luxury.
Attached are some pictures which I am sure will bring it all back to you.
This picture (right) is of his early QSL card which was sent to a OK6KW on the 9th July
1937 at 2240.
This is a picture of the interior of the famous shack. After
this was taken Dad had a new batch of QSL cards
printed where this picture was the background printed
faintly in pale blue (if I
remember correctly) overprinted in black all the
necessary details. I have tried everywhere to get a
copy of this card but without success, I would give
my right arm for one.

There is G8LP posing outside the
Shack.
Here is my brother Phillip just
in case you knew him.
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“Old Memories”

Cont:

Radio hams taken circa 1937 on the famous Ironbrige. From
left Dad G8LP. G3TI Vic Haigh an Optician from Chapel
Ash. LA7K Gunnar Neilson from Norway. G5WH David
Etchells who lived on the corner of Highlands Rd /Broad
Lane. Harry Hill who lived just above us on the other side of
the road in Uplands Avenue.
The last picture I am showing is what drew you to 20 Uplands Avenue. By that I mean one of
the masts. In the foreground the family brother Phillip, self, Mum and
Dad. This picture was taken circa
1955 when I was in the navy.
Robert, son of G8LP.

Here is the Original Newspaper Article 1938 ...... H.G. Hanley
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Swop Shop, Surplus, Wanted and More ?
I have a small item "surplus to requirements",
It is a 56K External Fax Modem made by Duxbury. It is in mint
condition and in it's box are cables and a power supply.
Brian Young (ZR1AF)

021-7945687

FOR SALE:
Ideal Starter Rig

“COME ON EVERYONE SEND YOUR
SWOPS / AD’s IN TO THE

DRAKE model TR-22C 2 meter FM transceiver.

EDITOR WITH PICS AND PRICES…….
YOU NEVER KNOW !”

CTCSS board installed
Crystalled for the most popular local channels:
145.650, 145.800, 145.750 and 145.700 repeaters
and 145.50, 145.425, 144.625,
144.675 145.750 simplex.

I have two swops going at present
1)

FT101ZD transceiver, little
used excellent condition
R1500

2)

5 Band HF Vertical Antenna
good condition R400

R300.00
Contact Rob ZS1SA
on 021 447 3578.

!
e
n
o
G

Call Jan
ZS1JH

Tel 021-8729816

Do you need
I’m looking for old magnetic tapes people
might no longer be using, for a project. Not
cassette tapes, but 5 or 7 inch reels of tape, or
empty reels as take-up reels. You may have
old tapes, and no tape deck to play them on. If
so, I’ll gladly pay a reasonable price for them.
Contact Dave ZS1DFR

Brochures, Fliers or
Newsletters for your Club
or Business?
Contact the Editor (Anne)
on email:
anne.bareham@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS AND
NOTICES!
BIRTHDAY WISHES
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in
the coming month, may your special day herald a fantastic

10/11 ZS1GOM John
Green

18/11 ZS1V W Harold
Lange

14/11 ZS1DB
Burrows

28/11 ZS1VK
Mycroft.

Dudley

Russell

Delivering
Solutions

←
WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing
design and management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the built environment
worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa.
For more information on WSP contact:

WSP
KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES
OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO
THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE
INTERNET

Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this
newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club.
If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain.

