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Your new chairman has been searching the internet and 
asking questions in an attempt to come up with 
interesting projects or activities for our club. 
 
I know many years ago the Cape Town club was involved 
in fox hunting and listening to the Old Timers it sounds 
like it was well attended and enjoyed by many. For those not familiar with the 
ham radio version of fox hunting, be assured that we are not going to be 
chasing furry canine creatures through the veld. It involves a low powered 2 
metre transmitter that is hidden by one of the members and operating either 
by itself or by the hidden member. 
 
The “game” is for the remaining members to find this fox, using various 
methods of direction finding (DF). This can be as simple as using a handheld 

radio and putting something in front of the rubber antenna to shield the foxes signal 
from the radio in an attempt to tell which direction the fox is from you, to elaborate 
radio setups with directional antennas and signal attenuators. It is certainly an event 
that makes everyone sharpen up their DF skills and build handheld portable 2 metre 
beams and attenuators for the next time the fox goes into hiding. 
 
If anyone has experience in fox hunting please let us know about it. 
 
I am open to suggestions from the membership about other fun or interesting 
activities and it would be good for the committee to have ideas of what you would like 
to do. 
 
I would also like to welcome new member Hylton ZR1HPC to the club. Really great to 
meet you at the club again Hylton and I am sure our members will make you feel at 
home. 
 
The SARL field day is coming up soon. The committee is looking for volunteers to assist 
with this project once again. We will only operate on the Saturday with a social bring 
and braai in the evening (weather permitting). 
 
Our end of year function will be held on the last Saturday in November as we 
traditionally do, and this function will take the place of our regular club meeting for 
November. 
73 to all. 
 
Rob ZS1SA 
Chairman CTARC 



For your information  

Your  2014 CTARC Committee: 

      

Rob  Bareham ZS1SA             (Chairman)   

Noel Futter ZS1FW               (Vice)                            
Danny Blanckenberg ZS1BL    (Treasurer)           

Anne Bareham                       (Sec / Ed)                

Paul Johnson ZS1S 

Tony McKewen ZS1TM          (Bulletin Boss) 

Deon Erwin  ZS1ZL  

Paul Kennedy ZS1PXK 

Shaun Overmeyer ZS1RA 

Nick Curwell ZS1ZD             ( The Webmaster) 

Club News and Details 
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Don’t miss 

the CTARC  

bulletin every  
Sunday at 

08:30 

 
Your Bulletin 

readers are: 
Tony, ZS1TM 

and  

Rob, ZS1SA 

 
Do listen in 

and enjoy 

these  
interesting 

weekly  

Bulletins  

Hi Everyone 
 

I can’t believe we are nearly at the end of 2014…….what a year, I retired from my 

full time work,  had a couple of fantastic holidays, and  the year, as they tend to 

now, has just flown by….. So a reminder to you all about the next CTRAC 

Meeting, which is our END OF YEAR FUNCTION. 

 

To be held on Saturday, 29  November. Please do all try to attend. It will be a 

Bring’ n Braai. Please note  the  start time of  12 Noon 

 

The Chairman asked  me to add this (below,) to my report this month: 

 

 

Chat soon   

Regards,    Anne ( Your Secretary ) 

 

 

 

 

RAE Training at CTARC? 
Your committee is considering undertaking RAE training here in the southern 

area as we have had occasional requests for this. For the past several years we 

have been referring these requests to Karl, ZS1KC in Bellville who does an 

excellent job with RAE training. However, some candidates feel this is too far to 

travel and opt not to do the training. The committee is looking for a suitable 

member who is qualified and willing to undertake this important function for the 

club. It will also assist us in obtaining new members. If you are interested, please 

inform any member of the committee and we can discuss the details with you. 

Rob, ZS1SA (Chairman) 

 

CLUB CONTACT  

DETAILS 

Chairman:  
 Rob Bareham  ZS1SA 

can be reached on  

 082-551-5423 

Or 

Secretary:  
Anne Bareham  can be 

reached on  

  072-268 1207  

or email: zs1ct@qsl.net 

Postal address: 
PO Box 2541 Clareinch 

7740 



CTARC 19 September Monthly Meeting :      

Report Back 
Pics Thanks to ZS1ZD 
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CTARC Chairman, Rob, ZS1SA, 

Introduces Dennis Wells, ZS1AU, as the 
guest speaker at Septembers’ CTARC 

Meeting.  

Dennis gave an overview of all his 

many years of DXing and the  long 
road to his winning Log Book Of The 

World. 

Fred, ZS1FK on his way home 

to St Helena Bay on his little 

Honda 200. Ride safe Fred. 

Dennis explaining his QSL Cards 
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Some pictures  

from Paul Johnson, ZS1S, re his 

DXexpedition to Tristan da Cunha 
 

This is a taste of what you can expect to see 

and hear about from Paul when he is our 

guest speaker at our January 2015 monthly 

meeting:   Don’t miss this one………. 
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CTARC 25 October Monthly Meeting :      

Report Back 
Pics and write up, thanks to ZS1ZD 

The CTARC held its October meeting at 14h00 on Saturday, 25 October 

2014 at the clubhouse. The meeting was well attended. As planned, Dr 
David Hutchison / GI4FUM (and EI4DJ) gave a talk on his experiences in 

Amateur Radio and various DXpeditions he has been on. 
Continuing a family tradition in medical health care (his father ran a 

successful dental practise in Observatory in Cape Town for years), David 

trained as an anaesthetist, and later worked as a GP in Ireland. He 
obtained his first radio ham license (callsign GI8MIV) at a young age. His 

studies required him to take a break from the hobby but he returned to 
amateur radio as GI4FUM, which callsign he currently holds. 

 

David showed 

us a slide show of his activities and a video of the 
March 2007 Swaziland DXpedition he took part in. He 

has been on a number of DXeditions in Africa, as 
C91DJ in Mozambique, V55B in Oranjemund and 

3DA0DJ in Swaziland. Being active in the Scouting 

movement, David also set up and ran the first ever 
Swaziland JOTA station, 3DA0SS, a project which he 

hopes to re -act ivate in the future. 
 

 

 

He also was involved in the G100MGY special event station to 

commemorate the centenary of the sinking of the Titanic (which 
was built in Belfast). MGY was the Titanic's callsign on that fateful 

night it sent out it's emergency SOS messages after hitting an 
i c e b e r g  i n  t h e  n o r t h  A t l a n t i c  O c e a n . 

Ham radio runs in David's family - his XYL Gillian holds the callsign 

GI8MIV (which was David's original callsign) and his son is GI7EXM. 
David is here in Cape Town until 4th 

November. We thank him for his 
interesting talk, hope to hear him often 

on the bands and wish him and his 

family a pleasant holiday.  



“Upcoming  

Local and 

International 

Events in  

November and 

December”  
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Often we become so accustomed to chatting with friends over the air that we are inclined to forget  there are 

others listening in and some for sinister purposes. Inexpensive vhf receivers are easily available from a wide 

variety of internet sources. Criminals are becoming much more technically savvy than they were previously. 

Although criminals mainly use these radios to monitor security services transmissions, they can also listen to 

our transmissions. Members are reminded to be careful about discussing home security issues over the air 

along with mentioning that you or another fellow ham will be away from home on vacation and the house will 

be empty. We need to guard against compromising our own or others security by revealing sensitive 

information over the air. This has already caused losses in Cape Town. Be aware. 

Security Issues Over The Air 

CONTEST CORNER 
#38 

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X 
 

Upcoming Local Events in November & December  – Also see the SARL web:  http://

www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp 

 

1. SARL RADAR Contest – 1 Nov 
 
2. PEARS HF Contest – 9 Nov 
 
3. SARL National Field Day 15, 16 Nov 
 
4. SARL VHF/UHF/Microwave Contest 15, 16 Nov 
 
5. SARL Digital Contest – 6 December 

Upcoming International Events in November & December  – See this link for more detail   http://
www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html   Only some of the bigger contests have been men-
tioned below. 

1. Ukrainian DX Contest - 1 Nov 

2. DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest – 2 Nov 

3. WAE DX Contest, RTTY – 8, 9 Nov 

4.J IDX Phone Contest – 8, 9 Nov 

5. OK/OM DX Contest, CW – 8, 9 Nov 

6. YO International PSK31 Contest – 21 Nov 

7. LZ DX Contest – 22, 23 Nov 

8. CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW – 29, 30 Nov 

9. Ten-Meter RTTY Contest – 7 Dec 

10. OK DX RTTY Contest – 20 Dec 

11. Croatian CW Contest – 20, 21 Dec 

12. DARC Christmas Contest – 26 Dec 

73 & Good DX! 

de 

Next  
Meeting… CTARC End Of  

Year Function 
Saturday, 29  
November 

 
N.B. start time 

12:00 at the  
Clubhouse. 

Bring ’n Braai 

http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html


Linear Amplifier – Input Network Tuning. 
By ZS1FW 
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In the last edition of Ragchew I discussed a simple Test Jig used 
to tune the Input Network of my Linear Amplifier, on the bench 
before installation. The following is a way to fine tune that same 

unit once installed or to ‘tweek’ any existing Amplifier by temporary adding a 
Resistor to the circuit. In both instances there was no power applied other than 
that through the Antenna Analyser. 
 
Referring to the diagram, below, a Resistor, (Driving Impedance of the Valve) 
is connected from the Input of the Filament to the chassis, and the Analyser 
configured as shown. Please remember to remove the Resistor after the 

tuning is complete, otherwise there will be a rather spectacular display, when 
power is applied! 
 
 
I’m sure this will work with any valve in grounded grid configuration as long as 
the Driving Impedance is matched. The 115 Ohm resistance in this instance if 
for a 3500 Z Valve! 
 
Take care, 73 to all, 
De ZS1FW  Noel. 



Swop Shop 
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FOR SALE  
TOROIDS, 
BALUNS &  

UNUNS  
Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS 
- 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1  
Also DIY Kits available  
Other Components: NE602, K12 
Keyer Chips, 10.7Mhz  
& 455Khz  
Variable Inductors, Various  
Toroidal Cores  

Contact Dirk - ZS1X  

Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know  if your goods are 

sold or you want to add or remove items. Please send requests to Anne at  

zs1ct@ctarc.org.za  before the 10th of the month preceding the Newsletter. 

FOR SALE 
Test Rig / Circuit Monitoring Dashboard - R1280-00 

Electronics' dashboard intended for use as a testing rig or current monitoring console. 
Multi-purpose dashboard that combines in one convenient 
unit all those elements, used for testing or for helping 

build a wide variety of circuitry. 
It incorporates the following assortment of electrical 
meters; 
    Ampère meter ( 0 - 5  A) 

    Mili-Ampère meter (1 - 100 mA) 
    Voltmeter (0 - 400 V) 

Joined to these are a number of fuses, pilot lights and 

resistors, with the combination of all these elements pro-
viding a sophisticated testing and assaying framework for 
the electronics professional. Assembled from high-quality items to make up a set that was well-

looked after and is still in great condition. 
Large item: The dashboard is 87.5 cm long and 33.5 cm wide.  It is mounted on a framework that 
has an average depth of 14 cm. At its deepest this is 19 cm. 

Also included: two spare voltmeters (1 - 100 V and 1 - 400 V) as well as an Ohm meter. 

For collection only in Cape Town (Southern Suburbs)   Call Francois on 078-495-7284  

For Sale: 
Rohde & Schwarz Radio Telephone Test Assembly (NB: Not Working) 

Model: SMDU 

with associated SMDU - Z2 Adaptor 
(These units were, like most R&S equipment, very expensive when new) 

Its a test set that combines an analogue tuning dial with a digital readout. It has 
BNC sockets on the front and rear, as well as an N-type socket for connecting to 
an R/T set. 
It has (according to the promo PDF): 

RF signal generator 140 kHz to 525 MHz; 
10 MHz reference crystal oscillator; 
7-digit frequency meter; 

AF Generator (AM: 0.03 - 30 kHz; FM: 0 - 
20 kHz); 
Power Meter (with the SMDU-Z2) up to 

30W; 
FM-Deviation meter; 
AF Voltmeter (15 Hz -  30 kHz); 

Distortion Meter; 
SINAD meter; 
CCITT filter; 

Modulation-depth meter; 
Power Attenduator; 
Overload Protection. 
The unit is currently in need of repair. The lights come on, the red LED's on the 

digital readout light up. Some of the pushbutton switches stay depressed when 
pushed, but their associated LED's light up when pushbuttons pressed.. 
However, not able to test if the signal generator can deliver an output signal, or if 

the frequency counter can measure an incoming signal. Cannot test the other 
functions. 
Clearly the unit has had a long and busy life, judging from the dust under the top 

cover.  
A promotional PDF file for the R&S SMDU can be found using Google 

(look for "SMDU_249.3011_Data_sheet.pdf"),  

Some of the manuals: 
(look for "SMDU_249.3011_Vol.1_Manual.pdf"  
and  
"rohde_schwarz_smdu_hand-buch.pdf") 

This project would suit a technical person who knows R&S equipment and the 
repair / calibration thereof. Once fixed and calibrated, this would be a high quality 
piece of test equipment for the radio enthusiast. The components alone are 

probably worth more than the asking price. 
It is a large (492 mm x 401 mm x 434 mm) and heavy (37 kg) unit. 

If you are interested seeing  in the unit, please call Gordon on 084-905-4954. 

FOR SALE 
Two instruments needed for the design of receivers are 
no longer needed. 
One instrument to determine the nature of coils: Q-
Meter, make: Meguro – 171. 
Var. measurable Q value: 15 – 500. 
Freq. range: 30 to 230Mhz. , value Int. variable tuning 
cap. : 1 – 100pf. 
One Spectrum Analyser, range: 1 –1000 Mhz. , make: 
Meguro - 4902   
Sens. range: –30 - +30 dBm. Scan range: 1 –10 Mhz (5 
ranges). 
 Possibly useful to teach young prospective Radio Ama-
teurs. 
What offers? (NOT greedy)! Henri Jansen Ketelaars. 
Ex. radio amateur ZR6HK.   
Email: ketelaars@cyberperk.co.za 

For Sale: 
Backpack in very good condition: 
Make: Lowepro Orion Trekker II 
Colour: Orange and Silver 
Suitable for field days, SOTA, etc. 
Price R500-00 firm 
Please contact Mike ZS1FP on  
082-435-9280 
Item is in Cape Town and can be brought 

along to CTARC meetings. 

Do send in your swops and you can name a 

price and send a picture too! 

mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
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Delivering  

solutions 

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design and management 

services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our skills cover the whole field of the 

built environment worldwide, specialising in electrical, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration 

engineering services, as well as comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa. 

For more information on WSP contact:    Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen 

Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700   or our   Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za 
 

 

Disclaimer. 

Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omis-

sions in any article and/or drawing contained in this 

newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any 

committee member or other members of the Club. 

If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Ra-

dio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain. 

WSP  KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY  
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO 

NOT HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.  

BIRTHDAY WISHES 
To all our club members who celebrate their birthdays in November 

and December.   
May your special day herald a fantastic year ahead and bring you all 

that you would wish for yourself and lots of good signal reports. 

Happy Birthday to you All. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Next  

Meeting… 
CTARC End 

Of  Year 

Function 
Saturday, 29 

November 

 
N.B. start time 

12:00 at the  

Clubhouse. 

Bring ’n Braai 

 
  

10 Nov ZS1GOM John Green 

14 Nov ZS1DB Dudley Burrows 

18 Nov ZS1VW Harold Lange 

26 Nov ZS1LBN Ted Sweetnam 

28 Nov ZS1VK Russell Mycroft 

06 Dec ZS1AGF John O'Brien 

07 Dec ZS1AU Dennis Wells 

07 Dec ZS1HSF Hugo Friedmann 

22 Dec ZS1ADD Prof De Vries 


