
place! 
 
A far cry from 
my first 
receiver 
where there 
were only 
basic controls 
and switches. 
The tuning was mechanical 
through a series of gears, and 
being ex military was smooth 
and reasonably accurate 
through a vernier scale. The 
efficiency was achieved by twin 
gears being spring loaded to 
each other to obviate any back-
lash, and in all was a 
mechanical masterpiece.  
Once the Rigs were set up 
professionally, the operator 
was able to obtain accuracy of 
frequency by the intensity of 
generally, a glowing green light 
being called a ‘magical eye’. 
Quite ingenuous at the time 
and used in commercial sets 
too, for a number of years after. 
At the time this was magic but 
quite archaic by today’s 
standards? Notwithstanding I 
had many hours of listening 
pleasure through a simple 
diplole. I wonder if ‘Ham’ radio 
will still be around in say fifty 
years time and those who look 
at the rigs of today will also 
probably say, ‘How Archaik’? 
 
Oh yes! A  very very  special 
thanks to OM Fred, ZS1FK for 
his solo effort in cleaning up 
and painting the Clubhouse 
walls and ceiling. 
What a transformation, he’s a 
professional! 
  
Till next time, ‘From this old 
shack to Yours’. 
Take Care, 73 to all, 
de ZS1FW   Noel. 

As we start this New Year, I 
wish I could report all is well 
in the CTARC, but, tis not so! 
We still have the narrow 
band saga with its peripheral 
problems to contend with 
and personality clashes in 
the club. Unfortunately, all 
these issues cause 
animosity and opposing 
groups are formed and as I 
have commented before, the 
‘Fallout’ takes its toll! Maybe 
we should take cognizance 
of an African Proverb I read 
recently! 
If two elephants are 
fighting, who takes the 
most beating?    ‘The 
Grass’! 
 
Enough said, maybe it’s time 
we all did a bit of soul 
searching, and as my school 
friends used to say, ‘If the 
shoe fits get rid of it quickly’! 
 
On a more positive note, the 
future is not that bad. We 
have early in March, the 
annual ‘Flea Market’ which is 
an exciting event, and later 
in the year ‘The Lighthouse 
weekend’. Then, to 
encourage more use on the 
2M frequencies, it has also 
been suggested that we 
have a ‘Simplex’ only week, 
where the Repeaters are 
used for emergencies only. 
Also on a Saturday 
afternoon, we could have a 
competition where 
individuals over say a two 
hour period see how many 
DX contacts can be made 
working QRP. I’m sure there 
are many other exercises 
where we as Amateurs could 
hone our skills by being 
involved in our Hobby more. 
What about a CW chat 

sometime, where we all 
participate notwithstanding 
how good or bad we are?  
 
The CTARC Monday 
evening Net to my surprise 
has many more listeners 
than I had imagined and is 
becoming an anticipated 
occurrence. I’m glad of this 
as the effort to keep this 
going is now somewhat 
worthwhile, as I had at once 
stage considered closing it 
down. There are a few 
diehards who call in 
regularly, but the 
demographics generally 
change every week. A range 
of subjects are discussed but 
as was observed recently, 
the discussion invariably 
comes back to antennas, 
which to me is a very 
interesting and absorbing 
subject. For those who have 
not joined us yet, let me say 
that there is much learned 
through these discussions. I 
have also noticed that the 
net is becoming a question 
and answer forum too! 
 
We live in an amazing age 
and the electronics and 
digital mode has made our 
equipment much more 
flexible and accurate. At the 
same time however, with all 
the new functions on our 
rigs, they have become quite 
complicated to operate fully. 
Thank goodness we have 
handbooks to enlighten us 
when a strange light or 
command appears and after 
much searching we learn 
another function and 
understand its use. And of 
course the tuning being 
accurate to the fifth decimal 
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CLUB CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Chairman:  

 Noel Futter– ZS1FW can be reached on  

 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805 

Or 

Secretary:  

Anne Bareham  can be reached on  

  072-268 1207  

or email: zs1ct@qsl.net 

 

Postal address: 

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740 

 

Not much to report from me this month. 
The usual correspondence and queries from members and 

visitors came in, to which I try to reply immediately. 

 
A  reminder for those few members who are still 

outstanding with the annual 2013 membership fee, to  
please let me know if you will be renewing, and do check 

out page 9 for more Pictures from ZS1ZD of our Year 

End Social which was held in December, thank you Nick 

for the stunning pics: 

 
Thanks to all for the contributions to this Newsletter and 

I hope you enjoy it. 

 

More to chat about next month I’m sure.... 

Anne 

For your information  

Your CTARC Committee: 

 

Noel Futter ZS1FW             (Chairman)           Tony McKewen ZS1TM 

Rob  Bareham ZS1SA           (Vice)                   Deon Erwin  ZS1ZL   (Tech Queries) 

Danny Blankenburg ZS1BL    (Treasurer)          Paul Kennedy ZS1XK  

Anne Bareham                     (Sec)                     Shaun Overmeyer ZS1RA 

Dirk Lotz  ZS1X 

Don’t miss 

the CTARC  

bulletin every  
Sunday at 

08:30 

 

 
This Sunday 

your Bulletin 

reader is 

Tony, ZS1TM 

 

 

For your info: 

 
Full Sunday 

bulletin 

reader  
schedule to 

follow next 

month! 
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Don't Miss The Largest Ham Event In the Cape - 
The CTARC Annual Bumper Flea Market 

 

Even bigger and better this year…..The date of 

the Annual Flea Market is easy to remember, always 
the first Saturday afternoon in March at the club house. 
This year it is on March 1 and we are hoping that the 
weather cooperates for us as it did last year. 
 

 We will try to procure access the main hall in the event 

of foul weather but this has still be be confirmed with the 
Round Table group who control the hall. There will be a 

small charge to sellers this year but no charge to buyers. There will be a 
prize draw at the end of the day for exhibitors based on their ticket number. 
Anne will be selling various snacks and food stuffs including hot dogs etc: 
and ice cold refreshments as usual, and the exact starting time will be an-
nounced as we get closer to the day. 
 

 There is no time like the present to start sorting out 
the shack and boxing up those unused and surplus 
items. Bring them along to the CTARC Annual Flea 
Market and convert them into instant cash. Who 
knows, you may even find better or more interest-
ing toys at the Flea Market that you can then take 
home with you and have great fun with.   
 Start planning now and look forward to seeing all of 

those friendly smiles of our fellow Amateurs from 
around the Cape. 
 

 73 

Rob ZS1SA 

New Feature:          Who am I? 

Win a prize by guessing who this is? 
                       ← 

 

You all know him well………. 
Send you answer to the Editor via email 

to 

zs1ct@qsl.net 

 
(First  correct answer received will win a 

small prize awarded at the February  

meeting) 

A  

Reminder of 

Saturday 25 Jan  

meeting…. 

A social, 

Start time 

12:00! 

Hamburgers 

will be served 

courtesy of the 

club to 

members, and 

refreshments 

will be available 

too. 

See you all 

there! 



Contest Corner 

Catch all the 

latest  

Contest News 

here on Dirk’s 

page each 

month! 
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CONTEST CORNER 
#31 

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X 

 

 
 

Upcoming Local Events in February  – Also see the SARL web:  http://www.sarl.org.za/

public/contests/contestrules.asp 

SARL Field Day Contest – 8th, 9th Feb 

SARL Youth Day Sprint – 15th Feb 

SARL Digital Contest – 23rd Feb 

 

Upcoming International Events in February – See this link for more 

detail   http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html   Only some 

of the bigger contests have been mentioned below. 

 

10-10 Int. Winter Contest, SSB – 1st, 2nd Feb 

Mexico RTTY International Contest – 1st, 2nd Feb 

North American Sprint, CW – 2nd Feb 

YL-ISSB QSO Party, CW – 8th, 9th Feb 

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest – 8th, 9th Feb 

Asia-Pacific Spring Sprint, CW – 8th Feb 

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW – 15th, 16th Feb 

CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB – 21st till 23rd Feb 

UBA DX Contest, CW – 22nd, 23rd Feb 

 

73’s & Good DX! 

 

de 

Ragchew  

http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
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The “Narrowbanding”  Of Our 2  Metre Radio Channels 



The “Narrowbanding”  Of Our 2  Metre Radio Channels     Cont: 
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The “Narrowbanding”  Of Our 2  Metre Radio Channels       Cont: 



This is your 

page... please 

tell us what's 

on your 

mind!  

Page 8 Issue 1 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
  
My call sign is GW3TMP and I am located in North Wales. I have a keen interest in 
vintage amateur radio equipment and have a lot of restored transmitters and 
receivers. 
  
I am writing to you in the hope of you being able to help me as I would love to 
make contact with South Africa using AM. 
During these good propagation conditions I work into North America and Canada 
almost daily on 10 and 15m, some of my contacts are using modern tranceivers in 
the AM mode. So I had the idea of contacting you and hoping you might mention 
the above to your members and perhaps one or more might be willing to have a go 
on 10m or 15m. I have a good take off towards Africa and use a 2 element beam 
which I can wind up to about 60 feet but most of the time due to the high winds 
we suffer it is at about 45 feet. When 10m is good its excellent but 15m is more 
reliable. 
  
Please forgive me for contacting you but I thought it was worth a try. 
  
My most sincere thanks 
73 
Howarth Jones  GW3TMP (Since 1964) 
  
PS. In my early days on the air and for many years after I used to work into South 
Africa using AM and it would be nice to do it again. 
 

Hello ZS friends 
 
I thought I would share with you a simple easy-to-use program for 

making QSLs. I use this a lot to make "prepared" QSLs for those stations who 
dont have QSLs. Please share this with other ZS hams. 
 
This nice software, developed by WB8RCR, lets you design and print your 
own QSL cards, allowing you to personalize background, by importing 
pictures or just filling with a plain colour, and lets you personalize 
headings and addresses as well as your own callsign. 
Simple to use...even I can use it, and I'm no computer boffin! 
 
 
Click here on this site then look for "QSL MAKER": 
http://www.iw5edi.com/ham-radio/?qsl-maker,63 
 
 
Ideally somebody could post this to the SARL website. 
Let me know what you think about the program. 
 
73s 
Tony CT1FFB Frikadel Frikadel Boerewors      (exZS1AGJ) 

Letters to The Ed’   (From Across The Seas) 

Letters to The Ed’ (Making QSL Cards) 

http://www.iw5edi.com/ham-radio/?qsl-maker,63


CTARC     2013  End Of Year Social…  

More Pics 

And a good 

time was had 

by all….! 
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Swop Shop 

New star for 2014! 

Do send in your swops and you 

can name a price and send a 

picture too! 

 

Send in your swop soon…. 
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FOR SALE  
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS  
Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1  
Also DIY Kits available  
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips, 10.7Mhz  
& 455Khz  
Variable Inductors, Various Toroidal Cores  

Contact Dirk - ZS1X  
Cell: 084 552 8573  
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za 

Gentlemen and Ladies too, please let the Editor, (Anne) know  if your goods are sold or you 

want to add or remove items. Please send requests to Anne at  zs1ct@ctarc.org.za  before 

the 10th of the month  

For Sale. 
  
ICOM 2GXE HANDHELD. In good running 
condition complete with the following, 
  
HM-54 Spkr Mike, IC91 Charger, ICOM CP13 
charger for the car 

220v_12v adaptor for use with the CP13, 
handbook, Carry case, 
3x Rubber ducks and 3x extension antennas. 
Separate Battery Pack BP160. (Needs to be 
repacked). 
R900 ONCO 
 

A PROJECTA Australian 12 V 8 
Amp/ 4.3 A Continuous PSU. 
 

In excellent condition, very little 
use from new. 
Made in Australia, (not China) 
 

R490 ONCO 
 

  
Offers 
to crockfordbernie@gmail.com 
Phone 074 1520324 

mailto:zs1x@iburst.co.za
mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
mailto:crockfordbernie@gmail.com


Your business tag line here. 

Delivering solu-

tions 

WSP Group is a broadly based engineering consultancy providing design and 

management services to the property, land and construction sectors. Our skills 

cover the whole field of the built environment worldwide, specialising in electri-

cal, electronic, mechanical and refrigeration engineering services, as well as 

comprehensive environmental consulting, in South Africa. 

For more information on WSP contact:    Peter Hodgkinson or Alan Keen 

Tel: ++27 (0) 21 481 8700   or our   Website: http://www.wspgroup.co.za 
 

Disclaimer. 

Note: The Editor nor any club member shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in 

any article and/or drawing contained in this 

newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any commit-

tee member or other members of the Club. 

If copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to Amateur Ra-

dio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain. 

WSP  KINDLY ASSISTS CTARC BY  
SUPPLYING HARD COPIES OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO THOSE WHO DO 

NOT HAVE INTERNET CAPABILITIES.  ← 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 
To all our club members who celebrated their birthdays last month 

and for February, may your special day herald a fantastic year ahead 

and bring you all that you would wish for yourself and lots of good 

signal reports. 

Happy Birthday to you All. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Here are January  and February  2014 Birthdays: 

04/Jan ZS1CI Leon  Isaacson 

07/Jan ZS1MET Pete  Sheblom 

26/Jan ZS1F Andre  Fransman 

27/Jan ZS1PMH Peter Henochsberg 

04/Feb ZS1RY David  Rycroft 

07/Feb ZS1FJ Barry  Fletcher 

16/Feb ZS1QO Klaus  Knopf 

21/Feb ZS1PZ Peter  Stuart 

26/Feb ZS1BTD Brian  Dutlow 

28/Feb ZS1PDY Patrick  Yeadon 


