
winds, as usual were a 
cause for concern. 
When abnormally high 
wind velocities are pre-
dicted I start to feel un-
easy, and worry about 
the condition of my 
house roofing and more 
so the resilience of my 
antennas. Over the 
years I have had two 
three band cubical 
Quads badly damaged 
and then a force 12 
completely smashed up, 
so no wonder I feel a 
bit anxious at times. I 
hope all is well at your 
QTHôs too? 
 
See Overleaf:é.. 

I take this opportunity 

to thank all those who 
attended and partici-
pated in the AGM on 
the 28th July, and for 
making the afternoon a 
pleasant one. The only 
planned activity were 
the formalities as re-
quired by the constitu-
tion and the rest of the 
time was spent by 
those present in lively 
eyeball QSOôs, which if 
measured by the deci-
bel level was quite in-
teresting, to say the 
least! The refreshments 
supplied by Anne and 
Rob were much appre-
ciated too! 
The voting was unani-
mous and yours truly 
was reinstated with the 
rest of the committee 
intact other than OM 
Russell (ZS1VK), who 
resigned due to ósalt 
mineô activity. What a 
relief it was when OM 
Peter (ZS1PMH) volun-
teered to take on the 
responsibility as Secre-
tary/ Treasurer, ówith 
conditionsô, once more. 
Peter we thank you for 
your graciousness and 
look forward to your 
participation. The rest 
of the portfolios have 

not been assigned as 
yet, but will be finalised 
at our next committee 
meeting. 
See pictures from the 
meeting overleafé: 
 
The weekly CT Net on 
Monday evenings is still 
on track and popular 
with those that join in. 
Various radio related 
topics are discussed, as 
well as general techni-
cal items at times which 
are newsworthy, like 
the recent óNASA Marsô 
landing. By far the most 
popular discussion is on 
Antennas, which include 
the common wire di-
poles and beams and 
also some obscure va-
rieties, which are in-
triguing too. The óSlow 
Morseô classes on 
Thursdayôs are not go-
ing that well, but Iôm 
sure OM Dirk (ZS1X) is 
going to persevere with 
those interested and 
who knows maybe 
some CW operators will 
emerge? 
 
The recent foul weather 
we experienced over 
the weekend, 10, 11 
and 12 of August, par-
ticularly with the high 
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N O T E  F R O M  

T H E  E D !  

Hi there Gentleman and 

Ladies 

Here is your Sept: 

òBumper Issueó which I 

hope you will agree with 

me is a real ògoodie,ó   

enjoyé. 

If your article is not in 

this edition I apologise, 

and it means I have had 

to hold it over until  next 

month due to the size of  

this issue.  

I am always needing 

interesting snippets and 

news, so I ask you please 

to send  ò Hamó related 

items (or not) to me by 

the 10th of the  month 

for inclusion in the next 

issue. 

Thank you, A (The ED)  
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The 

attendees 

at this 

years 2012 

AGM 

 

Thank you to Russell 

for all his hard work 

as outgoing Secre-

tary  

Chairmanõs Chat Cont:é. 
The only 
damage 
this week-
end is that 
I notice 
my ó2M 
Slim- Jim, 
on the 
chimney 

at an interesting angle 
from the vertical. The 
óForce 12ô is intact and 
for those interested, 
the laminating of the 
element tubing with 

three thicknesses has 
been successful. The 
only negative aspect 
is that this has made 
the configuration 
much heavier. As a 
point of interest, the 
antenna is parked 
with the boom, side 
on to the wind and 
the elements in the 
direction of the wind. 
I know there are con-
flicting thoughts on 
this subject so any 

comments will be ap-
preciated? 
 
Take Care, 73 to all,  
de ZS1FW   Noel  

Soup, Rolls 

and  

Ragchew  

enjoyed by 

all! 

R A G C H E W  I S  

A good turn out on a  

chilly day! 



Secretaryõs Report... 
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Yes, Iôm back in the saddle! 

After a two-year hiatus Iôve 

agreed to once again serve as 

the clubôs secretary and treas-

urer, under certain conditions. 

These are that I am, in fact, a 

ñcountry memberò and will 

not be able to attend all the 

meetings or be as active in 

the club as I was previously, 

but the digital age gives us a 

lot of flexibility to be able to 

do the necessary work virtu-

ally. So youôre stuck with me 

again and it is nice to be 

back. 

One of the things I have 

sorely missed is the camara-

derie of the club members in 

general, but the committee in 

particular. Iôve had some of 

my best belly laughs ever at 

committee meetings. A wit-

tier bunch of people youôd 

have difficulty finding. I was 

reminded of this when chat-

ting to Dave ZS1DFR after 

the AGM. He asked me how 

my farming exploits are com-

ing along and I said that it is 

not going as well as I would 

have hoped. Part of the prob-

lem is that Iôm fundamentally 

lazy and this is, apparently, 

not conducive to farming. He 

asked if I always wanted to 

be a farmer and I said, al-

though Iôve always had an 

affinity with the land, I call 

myself a ñlate onset wannebe 

farmerò. Without missing a 

beat Dave said ñSo youôre a 

LOWFA !ò Where else but at 

the CTARC would one get 

such humour without paying 

to see a stand up comic. I ask 

you? 

Welcome! 

A hearty welcome to our 

newest members: Matt Fein-

stein ï ZS1MTF has been an 

avid supporter of the club at 

the lighthouse weekend for a 

number of years now and has 

been itching to get his li-

cence. This he did in March 

and he has now joined the 

club. Welcome, Matt. 

ZS1BVZ ï Brian van Zyl 

joined the club at the AGM. 

We hope that both of you 

have many years of good op-

erating fun with the club. A 

warm welcome. 

Membership status 

As of 12 August we have 42 

paid up members and six life 

members. There are a further 

12 members who, in response 

to letter sent to the hams 

whose membership had 

lapsed, have indicated that 

they will be renewing their 

subscription ï and may al-

ready have done so.  

I appeal to all members who 

have not yet paid your fees to 

please do so. The club needs 

your support and the subs are 

only R100 for the year and 

R80 for pensioners. 

Letôs try to get the club back 

up to its former glory of be-

ing one of the largest clubs in 

the country ï we are over half 

way there!!! 

Database update 

It seems that a number of 

members have changed ad-

dresses and tele-

phone number 

and even email 

addresses. If you 

are please will 

you inform me if 

any of your par-

ticulars have 

changed so that I 

can update the 

database. 

AGM Minutes 

For those who did not attend 

and wish to read the Chair-

manôs report and minutes of 

the 2012 AGM, they are al-

ready on the website. The 

financial statements which 

are current up to 30 June 

2012 form part of these min-

utes. Go to www.ctarc.org.za 

and click on the Minutes link 

in the index column. 

 

Catch you down the co-ax. 

73 ï Peter ZS1PMH 

òI appeal to 

all members 

who have not 

yet paid your 

fees to please 

do so. The 

club needs 

your support.ó  

 

Chairman / Treasurer  

 Noel ï ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-

5281805 

Secretary  

Peter ï ZS1PMH can be reached on  

021-572-0329 or 082 925 2298  

and email: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za  

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740 

Website: www.ctarc.org.za 

 YOUR  CTARC CLUB 
CONTACT DETAILS: 

http://www.ctarc.org.za
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ñOxytocin does 

all sorts of good 

things, and Iôm 

sure you 

thought it would 

only be a matter 

of time before I 

got to talking 

about SEX !!ò 

Dave Reece 

(Dr.Dave)  

ZS1DFR 

Other Avenuesõ to Explore 
Hello  and welcome to my 
first version of ñOther.....ò of 
the new CTARC committee 
year. Thanks to all who 
came along to the AGM, 
and joined in the usual 
formalities and the non-
formalities afterwards! Weôll 
do our best to serve the 
club again this year. 

And that is what Iôd like to 
philosophise about this 
month: the principle of 
serving the community, 
whatever that word implies. 
I must tell you that I was 
reading an interesting 
article in a BBC periodical 
this week, and discovered 
someth ing  wh ich  a 
researcher had been 
working on for about 20 
years. It all has to do with 
that warm fuzzy feeling you 
get inside you when you 
either do something good 
for someone, or see 
something that makes you 
want to say ñAwwwww 
Shaaaaaameò! It turns out 
there is a chemical reason 
for this feeling in your body, 
and it comes from a 
hormone which is produced 
in the Hypothalamus, some 
confusing part of the inner 
workings of your brain! If 
you want to know all about 
it, thereôs a good article in 
Wikipedia at   http://
en .w i k i ped ia .o rg /w i k i /
Oxytocin 
Oxytocin does all sorts of 
good things, and Iôm sure 
you thought it would only 
be a matter of time before I 
got to talking about SEX! 
Right, now that I have your 
attention, let me tell you 
that Oxytocin is one of the 

things that 
s t a r t s  o f f 
labour, and 
results in a 
s u c c e s s f u l 
natural birth of 
a  b a b y 
mammal. It 
also causes the 
motherôs milk to 
be released on 

stimulus from the baby, 
and  seems to be 
associated with all those 
ñmaternalò kind of feelings, 
l i k e  b r o o d i n e s s . 
Interestingly, it seems to be 
able to change peopleôs 
apprehensive attitude to 
suspicious situations, to 
one of trust, which is 
basically where Iôm headed 
here. What Iôm saying, is 
that, when you do 
something good for 
s o m e o n e ,  o r  s e e 
something that has a good 
morale-building effect, it 
makes you feel good. 

Right, so what does this 
have to do with amateur 
radio, I hear you ask? 
When is he going to talk 
more about SEX, I hear 
you shouting! The bad 
news is that I have no 
intention of talking about a 
subject I know nothing 
about! I do know a little 
about using radio to serve 
the community. What 
community? Well, your 
fellow amateurs, your 
neighbour, or your suburb, 
town, province or country. 
All these people can 
benefit from your amateur 
radio activities, and the 
bonus is that you get that 
warm fuzzy feeling while 
youôre doing it. In fact, you 
get more of a warm fuzzy 
feeling when you donôt get 
rewarded for it, than when 
you do, which seems a bit 
Irish, if you ask me! 

What service could you 
provide? Well, the first step 
would be to volunteer to do 
something for a fellow 
amateur, who canôt do it 
himself. Like advise a 
newcomer on how to put 
up a decent antenna (I 
could do with some of that 
advice myself actually!), 
lend him (or ñgive him, on 
permanent loan, you 
understandò) a balun, or 
some insulators, or some 
balanced feeder line to put 
up a G5RV, or whatever, 

and help him resonate the 
antenna. Or fix a rig he 
canôt fix himself (Iôd 
probably fix it more broken 
than it was before I got 
hold of it!), or at least tell 
him who to take it to. Or 
climb his tower for him 
while he recuperates from 
a leg injury or a slipped 
disk. All these things really 
go without saying. 

What about organising the 
neighbourhood watch in 
your suburb? Or liaising 
with the Community 
Policing Forum, and get the 
wheels rolling to apply for 
the community licence, so 
that the community 
patrollers can have radios 
and a local repeater to co-
ordinate their activities? If 
youôve lived in your óburb 
long enough, you probably 
know the pattern of crime 
already, and can help to 
direct activities such that 
the weakest points or areas 
get the most attention. 

What about being willing to 
help with provincial or 
country wide 
communications, on an 
organised basis, in the 
event of emergencies? 
Weôve recently had some 
extreme weather, luckily 
not too bad here in Cape 
Town, but there were areas 
completely snowed-in, and 
people left destitute without 
food and warmth. Yours 
might have been the 
station that received the 
call-for-help from a spot in 
the land that was skip to 
everybody but you.... 
Imagine the warm and 
fuzzy feeling youôd have 
had if youôd been the guy 
who helped there! 

Neighborhood 

Watch!  

R A G C H E W  I S  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxytocin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxytocin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxytocin
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ñThere, 
and you 
thought I 

knew 
nothing 
about  
sex!ò 

Odds and Sods! 

Other Avenueõs to Explore Cont:... 
The problem is of course, 
that there are protocols and 
incident command systems 
that one needs to have 
knowledge of, and one 
canôt just presume that one 
will know what to do 
instinctively when the po-
po hits the fan. If youôre 
going to try to earn that 
warm and fuzzy feeling 
(hopefully not from the 
spray of po-po!), you need 
to be trained to operate the 
correct way, and have the 
correct contact numbers or 
people to contact in 
emergency. So the bad 
case of apathy needs to be 
swept under the carpet 
here (again, not like the po-
po), and you need to earn 
your warm and fuzzy 
feeling. 

And in the process, a 
couple of things may well 
happen. Apart from the 

aforementioned W and F 
feeling, you get to learn 
about some things and 
systems you didnôt 
previously know, youôll 
probably gain some 
technological knowledge (I 
certainly have), and youôll 
enhance the reputation of 
the amateur radio 
community as being a 
service oriented group, 
because thatôs how we 
justify getting all these 
valuable frequencies to 
keep. A more lasting good 
feeling you also get is the 
feeling of camaraderie you 
get from knowing youôre 
one of the fellows, or ñat 
oneò with the group! Thatôs 
a feeling thatôs hard to 

beat. And you donôt do 
these things for material 
gain ï you do them for that 
W and F feeling! 

In passing, men make as 
much Oxytocin as women 
do, but we donôt use it for 
purposes of giving birth to, 
or breastfeeding babies! 
One of the things both 
sexes use it for is to 
enhance the warm and 
fuzzy feeling we have all 
experienced in that 
remarkable process called 
orgasm! There, and you 
thought I knew nothing 
about  sex! 

See you at the next 

meeting! 73  

Dave  ZS1DFR 

Odds  

and  

Sods  

Column!  

 

This monthé. 

R A G C H E W  I S  

" Random" length end fed wire antenna lengths 
 Those of us who have tried to use a random length of wire, end fed with a 
tuner will no doubt have run into the problem that it tunes easily on certain 
bands, but it's almost impossible to get a match on others. This is especially 
true when using automatic antenna tuners with modern transceivers requiring 
close to a 50 ohm load.  
The problem is that most tuners cannot work on a 1/4 wave or multiple of 1/4 
wave length of wire on the frequency being tuned as this presents a very high 
impedance to the tuner. 
 Jack, VE3EED has laboriously worked out the mid-band ideal lengths of wire 
that are not multiples of any of our HF bands. When cutting your "random" 
length end fed wire, these are the ideal lengths to use to avoid this problem:  
In metres: 8,8, 10.8, 12.5, 17.7, 21.6, 25.6, 32.6, 36.3, 45.1, 61.9, 105.8,  124.0, 
128.9. 
  
73        Rob ZS1SA 



Events, News and Report Back 
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The 2012 Lighthouse and 
Lightship Weekend  has come 
and gone. Your club once 
again manned the oldest 
lighthouse in the country and 
Transnet's headquarters for all 
of the country's lighthouses, the 
Green Point Lighthouse. 
On Saturday morning several 
members met at the CTARC 
clubhouse and we loaded 
Paul's ZS1PXK's super trailer 
with all of our masts, poles and 
other equipment. Shaun also 
brought along his bakkie to 
transport some of the station 
equipment. Once the 
equipment arrived at the 
Lighthouse we quickly 
assembled everything. There 
was a hiccup with the W3DZZ 
dipole which we sorted out. 
In all, we made about 200 
contacts around the world. 
Shaun and Matt got our new 
Tygertronics data modem 
running on PSK and for the first 
time we were making data 
contacts from the Lighthouse. 
Matt has been a regular 
attendee at our lighthouse 
operations for the past several 
years, however, this year Matt 
obtained his license (ZS1MTF) 
and was able to operate the 
equipment for the first time and 
was a real help to the entire 
operation. Congratulations 
Matt. 
On Saturday evening at Sunset 
we had a fantastic braai on the 
patio of the lighthouse which 
was enjoyed by about 9 
people. That evening we had 5 
members stay overnight to 
keep the RF flowing into the 
atmosphere. 
 During the operation we had a 
great amount of visitors. I lost 
count at just over 40 but I think 
the number was closer to 
double that number. 
By the time we took the station 
down at mid-day on Sunday we 
had worked about 200 stations 
including many lighthouses. 
Maurice, ZS1ACH is busy 
compiling the logs and sending 
the QSL's and uploading to the 
various logging sites, which is a 
task we are very thankful for 
him to undertake on the club's 
behalf. 

I wish to express my 
appreciation and offer a big 
THANK YOU to all who 
assisted in this 
year's event and 
look forward to 
the next one. 
Enjoy the picsé. 
 
73 
Rob ZS1SA  

Diary of  Events  

Our special events schedule for  
the year ahead are:  
17/18 November SARL Field Day  
24 November End of year function  

73 and hope to see you all at the next Meeting   
Rob, ZS1SA  

Rob 

ZS1SA 

Matt ZS1MTF and Shaun 

ZS1RA  Learning PSK31 

Dirk ZS1X 

instructs Matt 

ZS1MTF on 

the correct way 

to install PL259  

connectors. 

On a gorgeous day, we 

invaded the Greenpoint 

Lighthouse! 

Yep we erected 

thaté.. 

That makes how many stationsé?   

Ready to go on air.... 
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See this link for 

more detail   

http://

www.hornucopia.

com/contestcal/

index.html    

Dirk  

ZS1X  

Contest Corner 

R A G C H E W  I S  

CONTEST CORNER 
#16 

By Dirk Lotz, ZS1X 

 

Upcoming Local Events in September ï Also see the SARL web:  http://www.sarl.org.za/

public/contests/contestrules.asp 

 1 September  - ZS6JVT 40m Youth Contest 

15, 16 September - SARL VHF/UHF Contest 

24 September  - Heritage Day Sprint  

26 September  - SARL 80m Club Championship - SSB 

Upcoming International Events in September ï See this link for more detail   http://

www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html   Only some of the bigger contests have been 

mentioned below. 

 1, 2 September - All Asian DX Contest, Phone  

1, 2 September  -  CW Ops CW Open  

2 September  - DARC 10 -Meter Digital Contest  

8, 9 September  -  WAE DX Contest, SSB  

15, 16 September  -  Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW  

16 September  -  North American Sprint, SSB  

19, 30 September  -  CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY  

 

THIS MONTHôS DX TIP 

Rehearse  - Rare DX stations are sometimes barely audible, or covered with 
QRM. A trained ear can pull them through, but an untrained ear hears only clut-

ter. So hone your hearing. Practice working common DX stations (such as G's and 
JA's) with faint signals. 

BRIAN D.  SMITH, WO9I  

73ôs & Good DX! 

de 

 

FOR SALE  
TOROIDS, BALUNS & UNUNS  
Custom built BALUNS & UNUNS - 1:1, 4:1 & 9:1  
Also DIY Kits available  
Other Components: NE602, K12 Keyer Chips, 
10.7Mhz  
& 455Khz  
Variable Inductors, Various Tor-oidal Cores  
Contact Dirk - ZS1X  
Cell: 084 552 8573  
email: zs1x@iburst.co.za 

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html

