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Reminder   

Our next 

meeting... 

Monday 

26 March 

at 20:00   

óItôs so good when a plan comes together, and I 
must say that the óFlea Marketô held on 
Saturday the 3rd March was a huge success. 

Our thanks and congratulations go to Rob (ZS1SA) whose 
brainchild it was, and who organised the whole show, well 
done. 
 
The idea was presented to the committee almost a year ago, 
and we all felt that it was a very good idea, and decided to go 
ahead. From then on it was all systems go by being planned 
and publicised.  
 
The general success was as a result of a number of factors. 
Enthusiasm was what drove the whole thing, and we are told 
that when one is passionate about something, it will move! 
This certainly happened here, and this feeling spread 
throughout the committee.  
 
Advertising, and for all concerned, every opportunity was 
taken to promote the event, and this paid off. The venue had 
a lot to do with it too, and what more can I say about the 
ambiance under the trees and in the open like it was, and 
other than being a bit windy, the weather was perfect too.  
 
We were also fortunate in that we had the goods to sell. It was 
really amazing how óout of the blueô as it were, things were 
accumulated! Although, one observation I made was that 
there is a dearth of the old high voltage components, and in a 
way this is sad! I guess itôs a sign of the times, for the few who 
still construct equipment; we most probably need to move to 
the modern way of thinking?     
 
 

See Overleafé.. 
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Our 
Next meeting 

will be 26 
March at 

20:00 

Chairmanõs Chat é..Cont: 

R A G C H E W  I S   

Apologies to those who were inconvenienced in any way as 
regards space to show your tables, well, we have noted this 
and promise that in the future, we will accommodate all in 
the main arena! Iôm sure there is always room for improve-
ment, so we learn as we go ahead, and any suggestions will 
be welcome. 
 
I was impressed by the number attending and then the tre-
mendous óHam Spritô present. Visitors from afar and old 
friendships reinstated were truly great to be part of. Of 
course the usual banter and ragging and our in house auc-
tioneer, made for a fun afternoon as well. The boerewors 
rolls and Iced drinks were most welcome too, and ran out 
just in time. Thanks for all those who attended, you made it 
worthwhile. See you next year, the first Saturday in March! 
 
Take Care, 73 to all,  
de  ZS1FW      Noel         

Chu
ckl

e T
ime

é 
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Secretary / Treasurer  

Russell Mycroft  

ZS1VK 

Clubs Contact Details 

Chairman   

 Noel ï ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-

5281805 

 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Russell ï ZS1VK can be reached on 021-7129767 or 072-2599430 

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740 

eMail: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za 

Hi All. 
 
Welcome to our newest members in no 
particular order..  
 
Simon Ackerman ZR1AS 
John Golby ZS1ZC 
David Hudson G4WOE 
 
We do hope that your association with 
CTARC will be long and enjoyable. 
 
The report on the recent annual flea market 
is covered elsewhere in this issue 
 
73 for now 
 
Russell ZS1VK 

mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za
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ñThere are 
two kinds of 
weather you 

might be 
interested inò 

Dave Reece 

ZS1DFR 

òOther Avenues To Exploreó 
I wonder WHETHER I 

should discuss the 
various forms of 
WEATHER information 
you can gather for 
yourself? (Sorry about 
the shoddy pun!) 
5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ 
you, but I am an 
άƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊέ ŀǘ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
όάǾƻȅŜǳǊέΚύΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ 
to watch the develop-
ment on the screen of 
patterns of weather 
or charts of expected 
conditions. I would be 
lost without a PC 
screen or two in my 
shack, in spite of what 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ 5·ΩŜǊǎ 
say about PC noise on 
the bands! 
There are two kinds of 
weather you might be 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
wanting to watch the 
development of con-
ditions: your local 
weather (at your 
house); and regional 

or national 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ όǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
going on in the 
a d j a c e n t 
1000Km or so). 
Both of these 
are interesting, 
particularly if 
you want to 
keep records of 
floods, or other 
natural weather 

disasters about you. 
If you wish to monitor 
your own local 
weather, you will 
need to develop a set 
of instruments to 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇπ
pening: barometer, 
outside thermometer, 
inside thermometer 
perhaps, hygrometer 
for humidity outside, 
and possibly wind di-
rection and speed in-
dicators. The good old 
rain gauge, that fun-
nel attached lazily to 
the fence in the back 
garden and full of 
green slimy water 
which you forgot to 
empty last year after 
the last rains should 
not be forgotten ei-
ther. All these items 
can be visited and 
notes made of their 
readings for incorpo-
ration in your pending 
s p r e a d s h e e t . 
όάǇŜƴŘƛƴƎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
άƻƴŜ Řŀȅέύ 
Naturally, Hams are 
gadget freaks, so it 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
you go looking for 
something that can 
measure most of that 
stuff automatically, 
and show it in digital 
format in front of your 
operating position. 3 
or 4 companies mar-

ket units that do varying 
numbers of these things. 
The most ubiquitous in 
South Africa, are made 
by a company called 
O..... Scientific, and they 
have many different lit-
tle units, mostly for your 
desktop with three or 
four of the above pa-
rameters quoted. For 
the outside measure-
ments, they supply addi-
tional sets with units 
that connect by wire or 
by 2.4Ghz wireless 
means to bring the data 
to your desktop. So you 
can see barometric 
trends, high and low 
temperature readings 
inside and outside, cur-
rent temperatures, and 
humidity. Other compa-
nies that produce high 
quality instruments of-
ten used by farmers, 
Agronomers, Astrono-
mers, Coastal watch ser-
vices and the like, to 
measure earth moisture, 
heat-degree days, to 
predict when to plant or 
reap crops, and what 
needs watering when, 
are Da... Instruments, 
and Pe.. Bros. Then 
there is a Canadian com-
pany called La Cr.... that 
does much the same. 
 

See Overleaf... 

R A G C H E W  I S   
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The be t te r  the 
instrument, and the more 
the parameters, of 
course, the greater the 
cost, but their greatest 
value lies in being able to 
link some of them by USB 
cable to your PC, and use 
the supplied software to 
have a visual summary of 
al l  the weather 
parameters on your 
screen, with the ability to 
watch trends and keep 
averages. I guess it is true 
to say that a single 
measurement of anything 
(a snapshot) is worth 
much less than a video 
film of trends and past 
measurements, which 
can then allow you to 
p r e d i c t  f u t u r e 
movements.  
Versions of all of the 
weather stations made 
by the companies 
mentioned above can 
also allow you to export 
your weather to the 
internet, for assimilation 
by international weather 
observation platforms 
like CWOP (Citizen 
Weather Observation 
Programme), which 
collects civilian weather 
data, and makes it 
available to weather 
services to aid in accurate 
forecasting. And the 
s a m e  w e a t h e r 
information can be 
uploaded via APRS, and 

assimilated on to the 
internet via an iGate for 
others to look at (go and 
look at http://aprs.fi). 
For those of you who 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
about your local weather, 
but want to see what the 
country is in for, you have 
several websites on the 
internet to look at, local 
and international. 
The SA Weather Service 
will give you a fair 
amount of free info at 
h t t p : / /
www.weathersa.co.za/
web/home.asp , though 
they try to sell you their 
important data. 
h t t p : / /
metzone.weathersa.co.za
/ i m a g e s / a r t i c l e s /
ma_sy.gif? gives a useful 
picture of the current 
synoptic chart, of 
weather about to strike 
us in Cape Town. 
iWeathar has a useful 
summary of predictions 
o f  w e a t h e r  i n 
surrounding towns near 
to where you live, and 
areas can be chosen to 
ǎǳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ v¢IΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀǘ 
http://iweathar.co.za/
s t a t i o n s . p h p ?
stage=1&p_id=1 for the 
Cape Town area. (Note 
the A in the word, not an 
E). 
h t t p : / /
oiswww.eumetsat.org/
I P P S / h t m l / M S G /

IMAGERY is the basic 
page for choosing 
satellite pictures of world 
weather. You can choose 
pictures in visible light, or 
infrared, or at other 
frequency spectra. I 
w a t c h  h t t p : / /
oiswww.eumetsat.org/
I P P S / h t m l / M S G /
IMAGERY/IR108/COLOR/
S O U T H E R N A F R I C A /
index.htm for my 
pleasure. 

Of course, the Sun also 
has weather, and I watch 
h t t p : / /
www.solarham.com most 
of the time for solar flux 
indices, or http://
spaceweather .co .za/
default.htm for detailed 
a m a t e u r  r a d i o 
propagation planning. 

I hope I have opened 
your eyes to an aspect of 
nature about you that 
can enrich your 
understanding of why 
amateur radio works like 
it does, not to mention 
giving you something to 
chew the rag over, when 
chatting with your mates 
HI! 
Happy hamming ς 

see you next time,  

Dave ZS1DFR 

άThe better 

the 

instrument, 

the more the 

parametersò 

http://aprs.fi
http://www.weathersa.co.za/web/home.asp
http://www.weathersa.co.za/web/home.asp
http://www.weathersa.co.za/web/home.asp
http://metzone.weathersa.co.za/images/articles/ma_sy.gif
http://metzone.weathersa.co.za/images/articles/ma_sy.gif
http://metzone.weathersa.co.za/images/articles/ma_sy.gif
http://metzone.weathersa.co.za/images/articles/ma_sy.gif
http://iweathar.co.za/stations.php?stage=1&p_id=1
http://iweathar.co.za/stations.php?stage=1&p_id=1
http://iweathar.co.za/stations.php?stage=1&p_id=1
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY/IR108/COLOR/SOUTHERNAFRICA/index.htm
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY/IR108/COLOR/SOUTHERNAFRICA/index.htm
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY/IR108/COLOR/SOUTHERNAFRICA/index.htm
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY/IR108/COLOR/SOUTHERNAFRICA/index.htm
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY/IR108/COLOR/SOUTHERNAFRICA/index.htm
http://oiswww.eumetsat.org/IPPS/html/MSG/IMAGERY/IR108/COLOR/SOUTHERNAFRICA/index.htm
http://www.solarham.com
http://www.solarham.com
http://spaceweather.co.za/default.htm
http://spaceweather.co.za/default.htm
http://spaceweather.co.za/default.htm
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The  
next  

special  
event  
will be  

our AGM  
on  

28 July.  

Rob Bareham  

ZS1SA 

Report Back and Upcoming Events 

R A G C H E W  I S   

 

On 3 March we had the first of our annual flea 

markets and it was far more successful than 
envisaged. 
During the course of the afternoon about 80 hams 
visited to shop or sell their goods or just socialize. It 
was great to see a lot of faces and renew 
acquaintances with chaps that we havenôt seen in 
many years. There was plenty of food and ice cold refreshments. 
Philip Verster, ZS1DV did an excellent job selling boerie rolls for the 
repeater working group. Anne ran our bar, selling beverages to wash 
the tasty boerie rolls down with.  Raffles and prizes were awarded by 
Dave, who also along with Danny ended the event with a very lively 
auction. A great time was had by all attendees. If you missed it you 
missed the biggest ham event in Cape Town of the year. Based on 
the success of this event, the Cape Town club will continue to hold 
the bumper flea market on the first Saturday in March every year. 
Russell, our  secretary will give a full financial report back at the next 
meeting. 
 
 This was our first large Flea Market and we knew it would be a 
learning experience for all involved. We have several changes to 
make for next time based on our experiences and suggestions from 
participants so look forward to next years event.  
 

See some great pictures on the next page 
 
The next special event will be our AGM on 28 July. 
 
73 
Rob ZS1SA 

 
 

Our special events schedule for  
the year ahead are:  

 

28 July    AGM 
18/19 August   Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend  
17/18 November   SARL Field Day  
24 November   End of year function  
 

73 and hope to see you all at the Meeting on the 26th  
  Rob, ZS1SA  
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òWhat a great 

day, the 

repeater group 

did well selling 

bourie rolls too, 

and overall the 

òfirst CTARC 

bumper flea 

market  was a 

huge successó 

What am I bid?é..... 

Auctioneer Danny 

(ZS1BL) encouraged a lot 

of Hams to relinquish their 

cash ... ! 

Flea Market Day 

R A G C H E W  I S   

Yes they arrived! Mikeôs (ZS1FP) famous indis-
pensible Peanut Butter Jars 

 
The fight was on between Nick (ZS1ZD) and 
Patrick for the  dubious honour of owning the 
jarsé and after intensive haggling..é yes you 
guessed itéé...Patrick (ZS1PDY) won! 

Who would have 
guessed the cable was 
over 7m!  The lucky 
winner did, and won a 
bottle of hooch...  

Keeping cool 

under the trees 

PICTURES COURTESY OF NICK (ZS1ZD) AND ROB (ZS1SA)  

Ŷ
 

Yes The Ed did her bit 
�W�R�R�«�����V�R�O�G���³�F�R�O�G�´��
drinks by the zillion!!  


