
good time to meet. 
There are a host of 
activities we could 
engage in, which are 
not possible in the 
evening, and daylight 
travel would be much 
safer. Any suggestions 
and or ideas would be 
appreciated, after all, 
this is a grand Hobby 
with many an avenue to 
explore!   

On the subject of 
Licensing, we sit with a 
dilemma. Our present 
licences expired on the 
31 March 2011, and as 
yet we have not 
received renewal 
notices for the rest of 
the year. To circumvent 
any problems, we have 
been advised to renew 
our licences anyway by 
using our old forms 
which have the 
necessary reference 
numbers, and pay the 
usual R27,00. ICASA 
have changed the 
renewal date from 
January to April!  

Cont:...  

The last club meeting 

was an informal affair, 
and turned out to be 
quite a success.  After 
the formalities we sat in 
a large circle around 
which someone 
suggested was an 
imaginary óRound 
Tableô.  The object of 
the evening was for 
everyone present to 
share something about 
our hobby, particularly, 
how they became 
Radio Amateurs.  There 
were about twenty 
members present and 
what an interesting 
event it was.  

Unfortunately, we ran 
out of time and 
although everyone was 
able to tell us their 
stories, some had to be 
cut short.  This was a 
pity as the experiences 
related were amazing 

and there was so much 
more to be said.  Some 
of the chaps told how 
they started by building 
Crystal Sets at a very 
young age, and 
progressing from there, 
others about Navy and 
Air force training and 
then the experimenters, 
not to mention the die-
hards who learnt by 
pushing the envelope, 
all quite  fascinating!  
Rob (ZS1SA) won the 
prize as his story had a 
poignant side to it 
relating to a particularly 
personal experience.  
Maybe weôll get him to 

print it in 
óRagchewô 
sometime? 

Many of those 
present 
expressed 
that it was a 
most 
enjoyable and 
entertaining 
evening.   

Well, as a committee 
we are trying to make 
the monthly meetings 
more interesting and 
appealing. As a 
consequence, we felt 
that as winter is 
approaching, Saturday 
afternoons may be a 
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See...òContest 

Corneró 

By Dirk 

ZS1X 



I have often wondered 
where the reference 
óHamô comes from in 
terms of Amateur Ra-
dio. Google has no 
explanation and I 
canôt find any other 
reference anywhere. 
With that in mind, 
hereôs something to 
think about in the 
meantime!    

 

Funk and Wagnall's 
definition of the word 
óHamô: 

* The thigh of an ani-
mal, as a Hog, pre-
pared for food 

* The buttocks 

* The space or region 
behind the knee joint; 
the hock of quadru-
peds. 

* Slang ï a third rate 
actor; one who over-
dramatizes, scenes or 
portrays a character 
in amateur fashion. 

* An amateur radio 
operator. 

*The youngest son of 
Noah. 

CHAIRMANõS CHAT éé C O N T ; 

ñA quadruped 

is an animal 

with four legs, 

twoôs enough 

thank you! But 

then four hands 

would be handy 

at times when 

keying. ñ 
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Chuckle !!!
 

N.B.   

Donõt miss our next meet-

ing on Monday evening May 

23rd!   

The Committee meet before-

hand at 18:00  

Noelôs Thoughts: 

1 Most Hams enjoy a 
good meal, but some 
tend to óHogô the fre-
quency    with those ex-
cessively long overôs with 
never a break or a call-
sign!  

2 Enough said! 

3 A quadruped is an ani-
mal with four legs, twoôs 
enough thank you! But 
then four hands would be 
handy at times when key-
ing, or holding the mike 
and trying to write up the 
log, all at the same time! 

4 Wow, some signal re-
ports make you think, and 
the QSOôs, well? 

5 Strange company? 

6 Now we know, they 
had Amateur Radio on 
the Ark, just kidding! 

 

Enjoy a happy Easter!  

Take care, 73 to all  

de ZS1FW  Noel  
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Next meeting, 

Monday 

23 May 20:00 
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Chairman / Treasurer  

 Noel ð ZS1FW on 021-715-2024 or 084-5281805  

Secretary  

Russell ð ZS1VK can be reached on 021-7129767 or 072 -2599430  

PO Box 2541 Clareinch 7740 

eMail: zs1ct@ctarc.org.za 

Website: www.ctarc.org.za 

     YOUR  CTARC CLUB CONTACT DETAILS: 

Hello Fellow Hams. 

 

Not too much to report on this month as far as new 

members go but we wish Tim ZR1TIM well  with his new 

Division 1 callsign (previously ZR5TIM). 

Please let me know of any changes to e-mail addresses as I 

am still getting a few bouncing e-mails from my bulk 

sendings. 

Until next month 

 

73 

Russell ZS1VK 

mailto:zs1ct@ctarc.org.za


C O N T E S T  C O R N E R    N O 1 

B Y  D I R K  Z S 1 X 
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CONTEST CORNER by Dirk Lotz ZS1X ð email:  zs1x@iburst.co.za  

I have never been a big contester other than taking part in some local com-

petitions  and having an interest in the international contests.  Of course I am completely biased 

towards CW.......  I thought I should just add that!  Since I have been on the CTARC committee I 

have become more interested in the international competitions as well as the local ones.  It gives 

you the opportunity to learn from other operators whether you are a CW, phone or digital opera-

tor.  Also, it opens up the door to chase those illusive stations that you are dying to get a QSL 

card from. 

During April there have been the following events:  

 RADAR Contest ð 2
nd

 of April  

SARL 80m QSO Party ð 7
th

 of April  

Autumn QRP Contest ð 16
th

 of April  

I have decided to include the international as well as the local information for the upcoming 

events. 

International Upcoming events: 

 ARI International DX Contest ð 7
th

 till 8
th

 of May ð SSB/CW 

CQ-M International DX Contest ð 14
th

 and 15
th

 of May ð SSB/CW 

His Majesty the King of Spain ð 21
st
 and 22

nd
 of May ð CW 

Baltic Contest ð 21
st
 and 22

nd
 of May ð SSB/CW 

CQ WW WPX Contest ð 28
th

 and 29
th

 of May ð CW 

Local Upcoming events: 

 ZS3 Sprint ð 1
st
 of May ð SSB/CW on 40m 

AWA QSO Party ð 7
th

 and 8
th

 of May ð AM/SSB on 40 & 80m 

ZS4 Sprint ð 22
nd

 of May ð SSB/CW on 40m 

SARL 80m Club Contest ð 25
th

 of May ð CW on 80m 

SARL Digital Contest ð 29
th

 of May ð PSK31/RTTY ð 80,40 & 20m 

For more detailed information on the international competitions and rules you can visit the fol-

lowing website:  http://www.lzopen.com/contest/calendar/index.htm  

For local information you can visit the SARL website:  http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/

contestrules.asp 

Finally ð the CTARC has an excellent station and the plan is to start tak-

ing part in some competitions soon.  

Until next time. 

Good DX! 

73õs 

 

mailto:zs1x@iburst.co.za
http://www.lzopen.com/contest/calendar/index.htm
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp


The ICAO Phonetic 

Alphabet, we hear it 
every day, Alpha, 
Bravo, Charlie 
etcetera but why 
were these words 
chosen? Did you know 
that there were 
international 
pronunciations for the 
numerals also? 
 

A Bit Of History:  

Before our current 
phonetic alphabet was 
developed by the 
ICAO and agreed on 
in 1956 by the 
International Civil 
Aviation Organization, 
the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, 
the International 
Telecommunication 
Union, the 
International Maritime 
Organization and the 
American Federal 
Aviation 
Administration, most 
countries had 
developed their own 
lists. 

The English  

Speaking Air Forces  

The British and the 
Americans had 
developed their own 
phonetic alphabet 
prior to 1956 and we 
still hear that in 
common use on the 
air and in the movies 
today. In many cases, 
it is still a much easier 

to understand 
alphabet for English 
speakers than the 
current ICAO 
alphabet. A few words 
in the pre-1956 
phonetic alphabet 
varied from the USA 
to the RAF but most 
were the same. The 
army and navy had 
different versions. 

The English RAF and 
USA phonetic 
alphabet is/was: Able, 
Baker, Charlie, Dog, 
Easy, Fox, George, 
How, Item, Jig, King, 
Love, Mike, Nan, 
Oboe, Peter, Queen, 
Roger, Sugar, Tare, 
Uncle, Victor, William, 
X-ray, Yoke, Zebra. 

Pronouncement 
Problems  

 The reason for the 
ICAO phonetic 
alphabet instead of 
the English phonetic 
alphabet is that many 
of the words in the 
English version are 
difficult or impossible 
to pronounce 
correctly by the 
people of some major 
non English speaking 
languages. 
 

Although all of the 
words in the ICAO 
phonetic alphabet are 
English, several are 
not intended to be 
pronounced in 
English. The most 

common mistake is 
the pronunciation for 
the letter Q. The 
correct international 
pronunciation is Keh 
Beck. Another one is 
the letter C, which 
internationally is 
pronounced Shar Lee. 
Why? most other 
languages do not 
have our QU or CH 
sounds. 

Always Exceptions 
To The Rule  

Even today, some 
countries change the 
ICAO alphabet to suit 
their own language or 
cultures. For example, 
the Malays do not use 
the term Lima for the 
letter L as it causes 
confusion at their 
airports. Lima in 
Malay means the 
number five. Instead 
they use the word 
London for the letter 
L. In several Islamic 
states, the letter W is 
pronounced as 
Washington, not as 
Whiskey since 
whiskey is a banned 
substance there. The 
Pakistanis will not use 
the word India for the 
letter I. Instead they 
insist on using the 
word Italy, a country 
which they have far 
better relations with.  

Cont Overleaf...  

A  S H O R T  H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  P H O N E T I C  ( A N D  N U M E R I C )  A L P H A B E T 

B Y  R O B  Z S 1 S A 

ñIn several 

Islamic states, 

the letter W is 

pronounced as 

Washington, 

not as Whiskey 

since whiskey 

is a banned 

substance 

there.ò  
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 Digit FAA Pronunciation       ITU/IMO Pronunciation       (Written)  

 

0          ZE -ROW                     NAH DAH ZAY ROH                (Nadazero) 

1          WUN      OO NAH WUN                 (Unaone) 

2          TOO      BEES SOH TOO      (Bissotwo) 

3     TREE     TAY RAH TREE                        (Terrathree) 

4     FOWER    KAR TAY FOWER                           (Kartefour)  

5     FIFE     PAN TAH FIVE                       (Pantafive) 

6     SIX     SOK SEE SIX                                  (Soxisix) 

7     SEV-EN    SAY TAY SEVEN                       (Setteseven) 

8      AIT     OK TOH AIT                                  (Oktoeight)  

9          NINER    NO VAY NINER                       (Novenine) 

 

Setteseven Terrathree de Zebra Sugar Unaone Sugar Able  

 

At airports where Delta 

Airlines flies, the letter 
for D is normally pro-

nounced as Data, in 
order not to cause con-

fusion with Delta the 
airline. 

Numeric Phonetic 
Alphabet  

The ITU and IMO also 

have numeric phonetic 
words and the FAA has 

itôs own list. The FAA 

pronunciations are 
closer to what we nor-

mally speak in English: 

SEE HOW IT WORKS 

BELOWé. 

O R I G I N S  O F  T H E  P H O N E T I C  A L P A B R T  C O N T : 
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Dave is busy relocating this 

month so we forgive him for no 

article!!! 

 

Look forward to next months 

Dave! 

O T H E R  A V E N U E S  T O  E X PL O R Eé D A V E   Z S 1 D F R 

ZS1DFR  

will be back  

soon! 
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W A T T S  U P ?      

ZS1ZL 

WE  WILL SEE 

YOU BACK HERE 

NEXT MONTH! 
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No article this monthé.. 

 

Watts Up Deon ??? 



òSHACKED UPó     
SHACK OF THE MONTHé.  
D A V E  R E E C E  Z S 1 D F R 

Dave 

Reece  

ZS1DFR 
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A solitary mast with a 2m J-pole at the 
top, a pair of VHF and UHF Yagis, 
above a TGM Hybrid Quad for HF, and 
below that 2 Slim Jims for 2m. 
 
Dave tells us he is soon to be relocating 
close by, but the tiresome issue of 
moving the antennaôs will soon take 
place! 

2 PC screens on the left driven by one PC, showing a UI-
View screen and my weather station screen. Bottom row 
shows an Icom IC-756Pro lll, and then an IC-910. 
Second shelf shows a Tokyo HL-700B solid state amp on 
top of an MFJ Automatic ATU MFJ-994B, some SWR 
meters, and an IC-R71E receiver, with an antenna rotator 
control on top, and a little Hi-Fi set next to it. 

Dave in his Ham station in his house in 

the Cape Town suburb of Plattekloof  

WHAT AM I BID ?? 

The master Auctioneer at 

his best at the recent 

�&�7�$�5�&���I�O�H�D���P�D�U�N�H�W�«������ 


